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Non-technical Summary  
This report summarises the methods and results of the 2017, 2018 and 2019 excavations at Cronk 

Guckley mound C, Berk Farm, Kirk Michael. It offers an interim, provisional description of the 

archaeological evidence which will be refined in the production of a final report following the 

completion of the excavations at the mound and post-excavation analysis. This report builds on and 

incorporates much of the 2017 and 2018 Interim reports while updating some sections of them 

(Crellin and Fowler, 2017; 2018). 

The key discoveries from the 2017 -2019 seasons detailed below include: 

• The discovery of an earthen mound roughly 20m in diameter and at least 1m high, with a 

peripheral ring cairn of small stones. These features are likely to date to the Early Bronze 

Age. 

• The discovery of 7 cremation burials: two inserted into the fabric of the ring-cairn, one 

inserted into the ring-cairn within a large upright vessel, one dug into the top of the mound, 

two buried in large Early Bronze Age inverted ceramic vessels, and one in a smaller vessel 

within a stone cist. 

• Identification of different layers in the composition of the mound which indicate at least two 

phases of construction, possibly with a hiatus between the two phases. The addition of the 

cairn constitutes a third phase. 

• Identification of a preserved prehistoric soil layer buried by the first phase of mound material, 

and therefore pre-dating the construction of the mound. 

• Location of large pit at the centre of the mound – containing the remains of a body lying on 

its right side facing out to sea. Very bones have survived post-depositional decay. This 

individual was accompanied with an Early Bronze Age necklace made of jet or a jetlike 

material (if it is jet it originated in Yorkshire). This is probably the primary burial within the 

mound. 

• Identification of evidence of Ronaldsway Late Neolithic pits, and a ditch likely to be Neolithic 

in date, below the Early Bronze Age layers and buried soil layer. 

• Identification of further Ronaldsway Late Neolithic cut features and a tree throw, beyond the 

mound. 

 

Drone photography in 2018 has also identified a previously unknown ditched enclosure c. 50m east 

of mound C, intersecting with mounds A and B. This c. 100m diameter enclosure could be prehistoric 

in date.  
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Introduction  
This report summarises the methods and results of the 2017, 2018 and 2019 seasons of excavation 

of Cronk Guckley mound C at Berk Farm, Kirk Michael, Isle of Man. It offers an interim, provisional 

description of the archaeological evidence which will be refined in the production of a final report 

following post-excavation analysis – and further seasons of excavation at the site. 

The site was targeted for excavation as part of a research project entitled Round Mounds of the Isle 

of Man and the first season of excavation completed in 2017 (Crellin and Fowler, 2017) and the 

second season in 2018 (Crellin and Fowler, 2018). Prior to this excavation the project had carried out 

two separate geophysical surveys of the field in which this mound (mound C) and two others 

(mounds A and B) are located. 

 

Background: The Round Mounds of the Isle of Man research project 
The Round Mounds of the Isle of Man project began in 2016. Very few of the c. 160 prehistoric 
round mounds known from the Isle of Man have been excavated using techniques that have left a 
detailed and reliable record. Different kinds of round mounds were built sporadically during the 
Neolithic and in large numbers during the Early Bronze Age in various regions of the British Isles.  The 
project aims to investigate what these sites and their associated burials, people and artefacts can tell 
us about life on the Isle of Man and also about interaction with other communities across Britain, 
Ireland and potentially beyond, in the Neolithic and Bronze Age. 

The first phase of the project was funded by Manx National Heritage and Culture Vannin and began 

in September 2016. This involved a new assessment of the Neolithic and Bronze Age mortuary 

evidence gathered by previous projects from the island, along with the first modern osteological 

assessment of human remains in the Manx Museum dating to the Neolithic and Bronze Age 

(Gamble, 2017) and new geophysical surveys of some round mounds (Turner et al, 2017), as well as 

landscape analyses using LiDAR imagery and other mapping data (Carrer 2017). A desk-based LiDAR 

analysis of the mounds on the island helped us to improve positioning data for known round 

mounds and identified 10 possible prehistoric round mounds that had not been recorded before 

(Crellin & Fowler 2017). Ground truthing in 2018 revealed these not to be prehistoric mounds. This 

phase of research built a database of round mound sites using information from the archives 

combined with the results of the research just outlined. Osteological samples from 15 sites were 

submitted to the Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Unit for radiocarbon dating and isotopic analysis, 

and two teeth were sent to the Reich Genetics Laboratory at Harvard for aDNA analysis. Drawing in 

the new radiocarbon results, Drs Crellin, Fowler and Gamble have been assessing chronological 

patterns in Neolithic and Early Bronze Age mortuary practices on the island, including at round 

mound sites. The Neolithic results were presented at a day conference of the Prehistoric Society in 

London in February 2020. These suggest an earlier start date for Ronaldsway pottery than previously 

realised, along with changes in the practices associated with this pottery during the Neolithic. We 

are currently working on an article on the Neolithic mortuary practices to be published in an 

academic journal (Crellin et al. in prep). Finally, the project’s discovery of an assemblage of bone 

artefacts among the cremated bones from one cist burial site, Staarvey Farm, has stimulated Drs 

Crellin, Fowler and Gamble to re-assess this site and its artefacts alongside similar sites and artefacts 

from across Britain: the article emerging from this work has been accepted for publication by the 

journal Antiquity and will be published shortly (Crellin et al. in press) 

The work we have carried out through each phase of the project will also contribute to a volume 

which will also include final reports on the excavations and post-excavation analyses of Mound C at 

Berk Farm. The project as a whole will improve understanding the chronological sequence of 
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Neolithic and Early Bronze Age burial practices and mound construction on Man and set that in an 

international context. The excavations at Berk Farm are crucial to this in that they aim to provide the 

first complete excavation of a well-preserved Early Bronze Age burial mound conducted with 21st-

century methods and providing a detailed sequence of radiocarbon-dated activity. Following the 

conclusion of the excavation of mound C, and the post-excavation analysis, we intend to produce a 

monograph bringing together the results of all the different aspects of the project. We are also 

hoping to secure funding and backing to produce a children’s book about Bronze Age burials on the 

island. 

 

Site location 
Three round mounds are identified at Berk Farm in the Manx National Heritage National Monuments 
and Historic Environment Record for the Isle of Man (SC 31238945; MNH NMHER 857, Kirk Michael). 
The MNH NMHER names them Cronk Guckley A-C, with grid references as follows: Mound A - SC 
31238945; Mound B - SC 31218944; Mound C - SC 31168944. Curiously, only mounds A and B appear 
on 1860 OS map even though Mound C is today just as distinct as A and B. None of these mounds 
are listed monuments. The hill is referred to in the official records as Cronk Guckley, but the current 
landowner and local residents know it by other names1. It is part of the property of Berk Farm. 
 

 

Figure 1: The site viewed from the north. Arrow highlights the location of Mound C. 

 

 
1 One local farmer told us that he knew it as ‘Three Hump Hill’, for instance. The landowner, Prof. Robert 
Cannell, considers that the name Cronk Guckley properly refers to a different location in a neighbouring 
division of land to the east of Berk.  
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Figure 2: LiDAR plot of Cronk Guckley mounds A-C, showing in red the area covered by the magnetometry survey. 

The mounds run along a ridge along the crest of the hill at the top of a field under pasture (Figure 1). 

The top of the hill drains very readily; the bottom of the field, to the north, is low, wet and marshy. 

The mounds are currently in pasture which LiDAR analysis (and excavation) suggests has been 

ploughed in the past (there are narrow ridges and furrows running in a NNW-SSE direction with the 

break of slope of the hill) (Figure 2). The current landowner also remembers that the field was 

ploughed in the earlier part of the twentieth century. There are at least three features running 

roughly north-northwest by south-southeast through the area surveyed in 2016. The most westerly 

of these linear features cuts across the top of mound C, and the most easterly clips the edge of 

mound A. The area between A and B appears to have suffered most heavily from soil erosion. The 

mounds are therefore in an exposed location at the top of a ridge which drains downhill: as would 

be expected for mounds in this kind of a location they are subject to hillslope erosion processes. 

 

Previous research on Mounds A-C 
As mentioned above, two of the three mounds from Cronk Guckley are shown on the 1960s map of 
the Isle of Man. P.M.C. Kermode (1930: 20) noted that there had once been three mounds at the site 
but one had disappeared. He also notes that a small Urn had been taken from one of the mounds in 
1929. Records in the Manx Museum indicate that Kermode’s account is confused and that the 
excavated Urn came from a nearby sandpit in Plot 984 (Woodcock, 2001: Appendix, 231). It is 
believed that the mounds have no excavation records associated with them 

Ordinance Survey Recorders in 1955 recorded all three mounds visible today. Woodcock (2001: 
Appendix, 231-2) visited the site as part of her PhD research and notes: “three low, but distinct 
mounds on the top of the west-east trending ridge with magnificent views of the sea and north up 
the coast”. Woodcock records the most westerly mound as between 14-15m in diameter and 0.5m 
high, the middle mound as 14m in length east-west, 18m in length north-south and 1m high and the 
most easterly mound as 14m east-west and 15-16m north south with a height of 1m. She recorded 

A 
B 

C 
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that no stones were on the surface of the mounds and that probing did not indicate the presence of 
any stone content. It remains unclear why Kermode and the 1860s map recorded only two mounds 
when three mounds are evident at present. 

The Round Mounds of the Isle of Man project carried out 5 days of geophysical survey work on the 
island in September 2016, using both magnetometry and ground penetrating radar.  

The magnetometry survey (Figure 3) determined that Mound C exhibits a high magnetic response. It 
was considered likely to consist of redeposited soil, as would be expected for a round mound.  

 

Figure 3: Results of the magnetometry survey 

 

Figure 4: Area highlighted by GPR survey as potentially the edge of a mound (left c.10cm depth; right c.20cm depth) 

The Ground Penetrating Radar survey indicated that the ridge and furrow from past ploughing 
extends to a depth of about 20cms. As with the magnetometry survey, the GPR survey indicates the 
most likely traces of a mound lie in the vicinity of mound C (Figure 4). Changes in ground density 
detected by the GPR also suggested that a spread of stones lay around the edge of the mound 
(Turner et al 2017, 50-58). 
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The geophysics results suggested that Mound C was most likely to yield archaeological remains. We 
therefore targeted this mound for excavation. 

 

Excavation design and aims  
The excavation had four key aims: 

1. To establish whether Mounds C and Mound B are prehistoric burial mounds 
2. To investigate the construction of the mounds, their chronology and content. 
3. To consider the place of the three mounds within their broader landscape and island 

context. 
4. To consider the level of erosion and damage the mounds have been subject to and consider 

how this information could be utilised to help preserve other similar mounds. 

The 2019 excavation was designed to continue our work on mound C and to address the following 
questions:  

• How many phases of mound construction were there? What chronology can be established 

for this sequence? 

• What is the composition and extent of the barrow layers? What artefacts and environmental 

evidence lie in the barrow layers? Are there any features underneath the barrow?  

• Are the large stone slabs at the periphery of the ring cairn part of a kerb? If the ring cairn is 

earlier than the barrow, were there any interior kerb slabs? 

• What is the nature of the large oval pit found in the 2018 excavation season? Is this a 

primary burial? Are there further artefacts within the pit (including any further jet beads)? 

• What is the extent of the Ronaldsway Late Neolithic features beneath the Early Bronze Age 

layers? 

As we opened new trenches, we also aimed to begin to answer the following questions: 

• Are there any other features cut into the barrow or ring cairn? 

• Does the ring cairn survive around the entire perimeter of the monument?  

 

2019 Excavation Methodology  
One of the pre-existing trenches, Trench 1B was re-opened to complete the excavation of the 

northern portion of that trench where the large pit and some nearby features had been identified in 

2018. In addition, three new trenches were opened to the south of 1A and 1B (Figure 5). Trench 1C is 

located to the north of trench 1A has the same overall width (c.6m) and a length of 8m. Trench 1D is 

located to the north of trench 1B, again it has the same overall width (c. 3.5m) and a length of 8m. 

Baulks were maintained between trench 1A and 1C and between 1B and 1D to allow understanding 

of stratigraphy. The baulk between 1C and 1D is a continuation of the baulk between 1A and 1B 

giving a running section through the mound. In addition, we opened a small 1mx 3m trench between 

1A and 1C to deal with a portion of the site that had not been opened following the expansion of 1A 

to catch a burial that was in section. Last year’s backfill in Trench 1B was emptied by a digger to the 

top height of the pit and then emptied further by hand. Trenches 1C, D and E were all opened by 

hand as the depth of the features was unknown. From there we proceeded in plan, using a single-

context recording system.  
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Figure 5: Drone shot marked to show trench locations. Photo: Glenn Whorral– annotated by Rachel Crellin.  
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Context Descriptions 
NB: In what follows we use the term mound to refer to the entire monument, the term barrow to 

refer to the earthen mound in the interior of the site, and the term ring cairn to refer to the cairn of 

small stones around the periphery of the mound. 

Standard single-context recording was completed as part of the excavation. We identified 143 

contexts during the excavations so far. Table 1 provides a summary of these contexts. Some of the 

contexts were excavated in 2017, 2018 and 2019 – updated descriptions in this report supersede the 

2017 and 2018 descriptions. 

Context 
Number 

Trench Context 
Type 

Description 

1001 1 Layer Topsoil (contemporary A-horizon) 

1002 1 Layer Ploughed soil (contemporary B-horizon) 

1003 1 Layer Top surviving layer of barrow. Mottled orange and brown silty 
sand.  

1004 1B Fill Fill of [1005] mid TR 1B. 

1005 1B Cut Sub-rectangular cut containing (1004) in mid TR 1B 

1006 1B Fill Fill of [1007] in the SE corner of TR1B 

1007 1B Cut Cut containing (1006) in the SE corner of TR1B 

1008 1B Structure Stone slabs of cist 1 (fill within [1009]) 

1009 1B Cut Cut of (1010), cist 1 

1010 1B Fill Fill of [1009] - soil within cist 1 

1011 1B Fill Sub-circular fill of [1012] SW of TR1B 

1012 1B Cut Sub-circular cut containing (1011) in SW of TR1B 

1013 1 Layer Ploughed soil (contemporary B-horizon) to the exterior of cairn 
stones 

1014 Same as 
(1003) 

n/a Same as (1003) 

1015 1 Layer Lower barrow layer containing turfs 

1016 1 Structure Ring cairn stones 

1018 1 Layer Soil between cairn material (1016) 

1019 1 Layer Same as (1003) 

1020 1 Structure Kerb slabs 

1021 1 Layer Buried prehistoric soil (possibly ancient A- & B-horizon)  

1022 1B Fill Fill of Collared Urn FN 063 from cist 1 

1023 1B Fill Fill of cut (1009), base of cist 1 

1024 1B Fill Lower fill of Collared Urn FN 063 from cist 1: human remains 

1025 1A Fill Cremation deposit within ring cairn material (1018), (1016) 

1026 1A Layer Peagrit beneath (1025) cremated bone 

1027 1 Layer Dark brown ‘peaty’ layer above first phase mound (1015) and 
buried by second mound phase (1003) 

1028 1 Layer Orange soil layer between layers of cairn stones (1016) and 
(1029) 

1029 1 Layer Cobbled area, 90% quartz, small blocks; possibly lowest layer of 
cairn stones in the east of the mound 

1030 1A Fill Soil within cremation FN 1008 

1031 1A Fill Lower fill of pit with cut [1035].  

1032 1A Fill Upper fill of pit with cut [1035].  

1033 1A Fill Fill of urn FN 1204  
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Context 
Number 

Trench Context 
Type 

Description 

1034 1A Cut Cut of plough line running N-S at E end of TR 1A 

1035 1A Cut Cut of pit containing fills (1031) and (1032), cutting through 
quartz layer of cairn (1029). 

1036 1B Layer Same as (1021) 

1037 1B Fill Upper fill of pit with cut [1071] 

1038 1A Fill Upper fill of shallow pit [1041] 

1039 1A Layer Layer of slates beneath urn FN 1204 in south-east of TR 1A 

1040 1A Layer Ring of stones surrounding rim of urn FN 1204 in south-east of TR 
1A 

1041 1A Cut Shallow circular cut of stone-lined pit containing cremated 
remains 

1042 1A Fill Lens of cremated bone in loose soil between (1038) and (1043) 

1043 1A n/a Same as (1003) (overcut base of pit [1041]) 

1044 1A Fill Quartz stones on top of (1038) and cut [1041] 

1045 1A Layer Geological subsoil (gravelly glacial till/ c-horizon): orange sand & 
gravel layer. Same as (1047) 

1046 1 Layer Possibly buried b-horizon forming from (1045) 

1047 1 Layer Geological subsoil (gravelly glacial till/ c-horizon): orange sand & 
gravel layer where buried under mound in south of TR 1A. Same 
as (1045). 

1048 1 Layer Compressed buried prehistoric soil (possibly ancient A- & B-
horizon) material below cairn (1016) and (1018) in north of TR 1B 
cist cut.  

1049 1 Layer Thin, intermittent orange layer between (1015) and (1021) in 
middle of mound: trampled upcast from the cutting and refilling 
of pit [1071] into top of ancient soil (1021). 

1050 1A ext Cut Cut of pit with fill (1051) 

1051 1A ext Fill Fill of cut [1050] 

1052 1 Cut Withdrawn in 2019 

1053 1 Layer Rubble and soil fill packed between kerbstone and (1048) 

1054 1 Cut Cut through (1048) filled with (1053) 

1055 1A ext Cut Cut of pit cut through (1045), possibly a posthole  

1056 1A ext Fill Upper fill of posthole with cut [1055] 

1057 1A ext Fill Primary fill of posthole with cut [1055] 

1058 1B Cut Same as [1071] 

1059 1A ext Fill Fill of burial of urn with cremated remains within cut [1060] 

1060 1B Cut Cut of pit with urn FN 2767  

1061 1A ext Fill Fill of depressions in (1045) 

1062 1A ext Fill Fill of depression or pit (1063) 

1063 1A ext Cut Depression or pit in (1045) 

1064 1B n/a Same as (1021)  

1065 1B Fill Fill of posthole with cut [1066] 

1066 1B Cut Cut of posthole with fill (1065) 

1067 1B Fill Upper fill of posthole with cut [1069] 

1068 1B Fill Lower fill of posthole with cut [1066] 

1069 1B Cut Cut of post-hole, cut into fills of pit with cut [1071] 
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Context 
Number 

Trench Context 
Type 

Description 

1070 1B Fill Slipped packing stones within posthole fill (1067) of cut [1069] 

1071 1B Cut Cut of large oval pit at centre of mound 

1072 1B Fill An upper fill of oval pit with cut [1071] 

1073 1B Fill Flat slates at base of (1059) supporting FN 2767 

1074 1B Fill Layer of bone from under (1059) 

1075 1B Fill Stone slab layer beneath (1059), (1073), (1074) 

1076 1B Fill Fill of oval pit [1071] 

1077 1B Fill Stoney fill of oval pit [1071] 

1078 1B Fill Lower fill of oval pit with cut [1071] 

1079 1A Feature Placement of urn FN 1204 

1080 1B Fill Charcoal rich material in SW corner of TR1b 

1081 1B Fill Orange sandy soil TR 1B 

1082 1B Fill Dark brown flecked with charcoal, small pebble inclusions 

1083 1B Fill Orange-brown fill of [1085] 

1084 1B Fill Dark brown stoney fill of pit in cut [1085] 

1085 1B Cut Cut of pit with fills (1083) and (1084) 

1086 1B Cut Cut of ditch segment 

1087 1B Fill Fill of post-hole [1088] 

1088 1B Cut Cut of post-hole with fill (1087) 

1089 1C  Layer Drag from cairn-stone layer in Tr1C 

1090 1C   Layer Plow drag, line of rocks of (1038) from Tr1A into TR1C 

1091 1B Structure Linear structure of stones within bottom of (1071) containing 
human remains 

1092 1B  Fill Part of & same as (1078) 

1093 1B Human 
remains 

Human remains within pit [1071] 

1094 1B Layer Thin layer of soil trample at the base of [1071] 

1095 1C Fill Fill of probable tree throw in South of Tr1C with cut [1122] 

1096 1C  Layer Slump of cairn material between Stones 5 and 6 in Tr1c 

1097 1C Fill Circular dark feature SE of TR1C - fill of posthole 

1098 1C Cut Cut of posthole containing fill (1097)  

1099 1C Cut Cut of posthole with fill (1100) in E part of TR1C 

1100 1C Fill Fill of posthole with cut [1099] in E part of TR1C 

1101 1E Layer Drag of cairn material over (1013) from (1016) and (1018) 

1102 1C Fill Fill of pit [1103] Earthy brown patch in NE corner of TR1C 

1103 1C Cut Cut of pit in NE corner of TR1C - fill is (1002) 

1104 1C and 1D Layer Stones in second layer of cairn material in TR1C and TR1D 

1105 1C and 1D Layer Soil between stones in (1104) - second layer of cairn material, 
TR1C and TR1D 

1106 1D  Fill Fill of a small circular pit/posthole in southwest of Tr1D with cut 
[1114] 

1107 1E Fill Fill of posthole in Tr1E with cut [1108] 

1108 1E Cut Cut of posthole in TR1E with fill (1107) 

1109 1D Layer Plough scatter in TR1D - scattering (1016) evenly over the trench 

1110 1D Cut Cut of a small irregular pit/posthole in southeast of Tr1D with fill 
(1106) 

1111 1D Fill Fill between the 2 large stone block in the North of Tr1D (1132) 
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1112  1D Fill Fill of silty grey-brown soil within FN3451, in North of Tr1D 

1113  1D Cut Irregular cut of pit/posthole in southeast of Tr1D with fill (1110) 

1114 1D Cut Cut of pit with fill (1106) in SW corner of TR1D 

1115 1B Layer Stoney compact layer in TR1B SW corner - Natural 

1116 1B Layer Gravelly/grey silty layer in TR1B 

1117 1D Cut Stone-throw pit from SW edge of cairn in TR1D – effectively a cut 

1118 1D Fill Stones within [1117] from cairn kerb - tumble into hole left by 
Kerb stone removal – effectively a fill 

1119 1D Fill Fill of posthole [1120] which butts [1114] in SW quadrant of TR1D 

1120 1D Cut Cut of posthole with fill (1119) in SW Quadrant of TR1D 

1121 1C Layer Material off edge of mound and beyond kerb (1020) in TR1C- 
compact with occasional rocks 

1122  1C Cut Cut of tree-throw with fill (1095) in Tr1C 

1123  1b Fill Upper fill of pit [1138] in Tr1b extension 

1124 1C 1E Layer Cobbles below and within (1003) in Tr1C and E 

1125 1B Cut Withdrawn 

1126 1C  Layer Suspected feature – actually just part of (1003) 

1127 1B Fill Packing stones within fill (1123) in TR1B ext 

1128 1D Cremation Cremation burial within (1124) - lower ring cairn 

1129 1D Cut Cut of cremation (1128) - removed cairn material onto pebbles 

1130 1B Fill Fill beneath fill (1123) in pit in Tr1b extension 

1131 1C Layer Firm deposit to S. side of Kerb (1020) in TR1C - possible surface 

1132 1D Prob 
Structure 

Large stone construction in NE corner of TR1D - contains (1111) 

1133 1B Fill Dark fill of small circular feature in TR1b [1134] - stake hole? 

1134 1B Cut Cut of stake or posthole with fill (1133) 

1135 1D Layer Cobbles below and within (1003) in Tr1D, probably same as 
(1124) 

1136 1D Cremation Cremation within (1112) within FN3451 

1137 1B Fill Lower fill of ditch [1086] Tr1B 

1138 1B cut Pit cut with fill (1130) in Tr1B extension 

1139 1D Cut Cut for pot FN3154 in Tr1D filled with (1112) and cremation 
(1136) 

1140 1B Layer Mound layer in S of TR1B between (1027) and (1049) and 
contiguous with (1015) 

1141 1C and 1D Layer Pebbly and gravelly layer below (1124)/(1135) within the mound 

1142 1C Fill Fill of [1143] - dark fill at base of tree throw, underlies (1095) 

1143 1C Cut Possible cut at base of treethrow in TR1C, filled by (1142) 
Table 1: Summary of the contexts identified during the excavation 

Context (1001) 

This context is the topsoil from the site (i.e. the contemporary A-horizon). The soil has a medium 

compaction and is a light greyish brown (10YR 3/3) sandy silt with occasional quartz and slate pebbles. 

The rock inclusions are a mixture of worn, rounded pebbles and more angular fragments. The context 

extends across the entire site. It was ploughed during the early twentieth century. 

Context (1002) 

This context is the subsoil from the site (i.e. the contemporary B-horizon) (figure 6). The soil has a 

medium compaction and is a mid orangey-brown (10YR 4/4) sandy silt. The context contained 

occasional quartz and slate pebbles including some rounded pebbles and many more angular 

fragments. The context extends across the entire trench. The depth of this context varied; in some 
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areas (particularly downslope) it was only 5cm deep, whereas near the summit of the mound it 

extended to 30cm in depth. In some places the context exhibits chunks that are relatively free of 

stones and appear close in material to (1003). Ploughing during the early twentieth century is likely to 

be significant in the formation of this context out of the contemporary A- and B-horizons and what at 

time was the top of the surviving prehistoric mound. The context extends across the entire site.  

 

Initial post-excavation analysis of soil sample 8 taken from this layer identifies a Phosphorous level less 

than 10 lbs per acre, pH value of 6, and soil composed of 73% sand, 17% silt and 10% clay. 

 
Figure 6: 2017 photograph of the southernmost part of section 6 showing contexts (1001), (1002), (1003) (1027) and 
(1015). Photo: Chris Fowler. Annotation updated from 2017 interim report version. 

 

Context (1003) 

This context is the uppermost intact layer of the barrow material exposed during the excavation 

(Figure 6 and Figure 7). The soil has a variable compaction: in some areas it is highly compacted and 

in others it is quite loose. The context is a sandy silty with a light brownish-orange (10YR 5/6) 

appearance but with areas of mottling that can give it a darker brown colour. Inclusions within the 

context consist of flecks of charcoal and pebbles of slate and quartz. The context extends across the 

whole area of the mound interior through TR1A-D. Plough damage is evident on the top surface of 

this context particularly in trench 1A. 

(1003) 

(1015) 

(1002) 

(1001) 

(1027) 
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Figure 7: 2017 photograph of Tr1a looking north. (1003) fills the left of the image; the top of (1016) is clearly visible to the 
right of the ranging rods; (1013) lies to the right of (1016) and is topped and permeated by displaced cairn stones. Photo: 
Rachel Crellin, annotation Chris Fowler. 

Initial post-excavation analysis of soil sample 9 taken from this layer identifies a Phosphorous level 

less than 10 lbs per acre, a pH value of 5.5, and soil composed of 63% sand, 17% silt and 20% clay.  

Context (1004) 

This context was the fill of a diffuse cut [1005] into (1003) within trench 1B. The soil was a silty sand 

with a loose compaction and a dark blackish brown colour (5YR 3/3). The context was well defined 

on the eastern extent where it had a sub-square edge but in the west it was poorly defined and hard 

to distinguish from (1003). The context had a maximum extent of 50cm north-south by 60cm east-

west to a maximum depth of 16cm. Given the unevenness of the surface of (1003) elsewhere it 

seems likely that the poorly defined edges on the west may have been the result of erosion 

processes and ploughing. 

Context [1005] 

This context was a cut into (1003) which contained (1004). The cut was sub-rectangular in shape and 

located in trench 1B. It had an extent of 50cm north-south by 60cm-east-est with a maximum depth 

of 16cm. The cut was clearly defined on the east with clear edges and less clear and hard to perceive 

to the west side. Given the unevenness of the surface of (1003) elsewhere it seems likely that the 

poorly defined edges on the west may have been the result of erosion processes and ploughing. 

Context (1006) 

This context was originally thought to be a fill within a small cut [1007] in the southeast corner of 

trench 1B – the fill continues into the baulks to the south and east of the trench edge. The context 

was a sandy silt had a very loose compaction and a dark blackish-brown (5YR 3/3) in colour. There 

were frequent inclusions of charcoal and burnt bone within this context and occasional pebbles and 

small rocks to a maximum size of 10cm, these included both slate and quartz. The context was 

exposed over an area with a north-south maximum extent of 40cm and an east-west extent of 50cm 

with a maximum depth of 8cm. Following the 2018 excavation season we now feel that it is most 

likely that this feature ((1006) and [1007]) is a result of the heterogeneous nature of (1003), 

particularly close to its interface with (1027), where some material close in composition to (1027) 

seems to have been redeposited along with dumps of (1003). The heterogeneous nature of soils in 

the two layers (1003) and (1015) that make up the mound, apparently from different dumps of earth 

used to construct the mound, has since become far clearer.  

(1013) 

(1016) 

(1018) 

(1003) 
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Context [1007] 

In 2017 this context was thought to be a cut which contained the fill (1006). The feature continues 

into the baulks to the south and east and it is therefore difficult to describe the true shape and 

extent. The context was exposed over an area with a north-south maximum extent of 40cm and an 

east-west extent of 50cm with a maximum depth of 8cm. Following the 2018 excavation season we 

now feel that it is most likely that this feature ((1006) and [1007]) is a result of the heterogeneous 

nature of (1003), particularly close to its interface with (1027), where some material close in 

composition to (1027) seems to have been redeposited along with dumps of (1003). The 

heterogeneous nature of soils in the two layers (1003) and (1015) that make up the mound, 

apparently from different dumps of earth used to construct the mound, has since become far 

clearer.  

 

Context (1008) 

This context consisted of the stone slabs comprising Cist 1. Two grey Manx Group cist slabs survived 

in situ (Figure 8). The southern slab was 49cm in length, 15cm in width and 6cm thick (Figure 9). The 

western slab was 29cm in length, 25cm wide and 6cm in thickness. The slabs were found in vertical 

positions defining the southern and eastern edges of the cist. The southern cist slab has a cup-mark 

on its outside edge. The cist lid and other two sides were not found, it seems likely that plough 

damage may have disturbed these. There was no base slab to the cist. These rocks form a cist that 

we estimate would have been 30cm wide by 50cm in length, there was no base to the cist but we 

estimate the depth to be the same as that of the cut which has a maximum depth of 30cms. 

Excavation completed 2017. 

 

Figure 8: Cist slabs (1008) in situ, and much of cut [1009], revealed by excavating (1008). The top layer of the barrow (1003) 
occupies much of the foreground and the ring cairn (1016) are visible in the foreground and background. Photo: Chris 
Fowler. 

 



18 
 

 

Figure 9: Cist slab with cub mark in the middle of the slab indicated by an arrow. Photo: Rachel Crellin. 

Context [1009] 

This context is the cut of the pit which contained Cist 1. [1009] cuts into the cairn material (1016) 

and (1018) on the southern edge of the mound on the downward-facing slope of the hill. The cut 

was roughly rectangular in shape, particularly on the southern, eastern and western edges; however 

on the northern (downslope) edge the cut was truncated and harder to define with a more gently 

sloping and rounded edge. The cut was 50cm north-south and 60cm east-west, with a maximum 

surviving depth of 30cms. The cut contained the cist slabs (1008) and the cist fill (1010). The cut 

appears to have been disturbed and damaged, particularly on the northern extent – this could be 

due to plough damage or historic or prehistoric activity which pulled out some of the cist slabs. 

Excavation completed 2017. 

Context (1010) 

This context was the fill of Cist 1 (see Figure 10, Figure 11, Figure 12, Figure 13, Figure 14). The 

context was a firm, dark reddish-brown (5YR 3/3) sandy silt. This context contained an inverted 

Collared Urn (FN 063), with a fragment from a snapped flint blade (FN 088) wedged against the 

bottom of the rim to the east. The upper part of the context contained numerous large quartz 

pebbles (c.40% of the context) as well as smaller more angular quartz fragments wedged between 

the vessel and the south wall of the cist. Four of the larger quartz pebbles were on top of the vessel 

and had crushed it – it is possible these derived from the ring cairn (1016) and fell into the cist 

following the loss of the capstone and damage to the base of the urn. Numerous wispy roots had 

penetrated into the cist fill. Little evidence of the burial of cremated human remains was recovered: 

only a small amount of charcoal was found in the base of the cist, and only one tiny fragment of 

cremated bone was found in the fill. It is possible that any cremated human remains and pyre debris 

originally buried were confined to the base of the vessel and that this has been lost to ploughing, 

erosion, or human removal since that time. Excavation completed 2017. 
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Figure 10: Photographs of the cist prior to excavation and during excavation of the western half of (1010). Photos: Chris 
Fowler. 

 

Figure 11: Plan of Cist 1 early in the excavation of the western half of (1010). 1:20 scale. Drawn by Chris Fowler, digitised by 
Mareike Ahlers. 
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Figure 12: Vessel FN063 revealing during excavation of (1010). Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Figure 13: Half-section of Cist 1. 1:10 scale. Drawn by Chris Fowler, digitised by Mareike Ahlers. 
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Figure 14: Plan of pottery within Cist 1. Scale 1: 20. Drawn by Chris Fowler, digitised by Mareike Ahlers. 

 

Context (1011) 

This context is the fill of a cut [1012] into (1003) on the western edge of trench 1B. The context had a 

medium-loose compaction and was a sandy silt with a dark blackish-brown colour (5YR 3/4). 

Inclusions consisted of occasional pebbles of quartz and slate. The context had a depth of 16cm with 

an east-west maximum dimension of 58cm and a north-south extent of 40cm. The feature was hard 

to excavate with diffuse edges and we suspect it was over-cut. The shape of the feature is indicative 

of a small pit or a possibly re-cut, small post-hole, the diffuse nature of the feature is interpreted as 

a result of the erosion processes on-going on the surface of the barrow similar to those effecting 

(1004) and [1005]. Excavation completed 2017. 

 

Context [1012] 

This context was a sub-circular cut containing the fill (1011). The cut was along the western edge of 

trench 1B. The context had a depth of 16cm with an east-west maximum dimension of 58cm and a 

north-south extent of 40cm. The bottom of the context was uneven with a slight rise in the middle. 

The feature was hard to excavate with diffuse edges and we suspect it was over-cut. The shape of 

the feature is indicative of a small pit or a possibly re-cut, small post-hole. The diffuse edges of the 

feature are likely the result of erosion processes as water flowed down the sides of the barrow. 

Excavation completed 2017. 

 

Context (1013) 
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This context is a layer of soil in Tr1a, Tr1c, Tr1d, and Tr1e which is stratigraphically below (1002) and 

spatially outside the edge of the ring cairn (1016). It was present throughout Tr1a, Tr1c, Tr1d, and 

Tr1e outside the area of the ring cairn. Excavation exposed an area of this material in Tr1a with a 

maximum north-south dimension of 10m and an east-west maximum dimension of 6m, in Tr1c and 

1d it has a max north-south length of 8m and E-W width of 10m though it is likely the context 

extends more widely beyond this.  This consists of a mid-orangey-brown (7.5YR 5/4) sandy silt with a 

moderate compaction. This material shares some similarities with the ploughed soil over the barrow 

(1002) and the orange barrow layer (1003) but also contains areas of darker siltier material mixed 

through it (giving it a different hue). This mixing of soil types is perhaps indicative of the activity (and 

local erosion processes) that occurred in this area churning up and mixing the earth. There were 

inclusions of frequent small pebbles up to 1cm in length as well as larger fragments that appear to 

be displaced cairn material (1016) which has moved primarily in a downslope direction as a result of 

ploughing and erosion processes. (1013) is also similar in composition to the layer of soil (1018) in 

the area of cairn stones (1016). It seems most likely that this layer consists of material that was 

turned into ploughsoil in recent centuries, much of which was previously derived from the mound 

and dragged into surrounding areas.  

 

Context (1014) 

This context is the same as (1003). 

 

Context (1015) 

This layer is the primary layer of mound construction. It comprises a layer of barrow material 

beneath (1003) and, in places, (1027).  The context had a medium compaction with a mid greyish-

brown colour (10YR 4/3) and a sandy silt composition, and several lenses of ashy material and other 

patches of turf-like or peaty material, particularly near its lowest extent. It seems to have been 

formed out of dumps of sediments with differing compositions, potentially including material from 

hearths – post excavation analysis of samples might shed more light on this. There was evidence of 

worm tracks through the context in places, especially where the barrow was thickest. There were 

also patches of charcoal within the context as well as numerous flint flakes, scrapers, blades, a burin, 

an arrowhead, some fire-cracked flint, sherds of pottery, some fragments of burnt bone and 

numerous pieces of charcoal. This mound extended c. 2.2m to the east of the oval pit – its extent to 

the west is not yet known because it extends beyond the edge of the trench. The mound extended c. 

3m north of the edge of the oval pit. It southern extent cannot yet be assessed as it extends outside 

the current trenches. It runs to a maximum of 7.10 m north-south in the west wall of trench 1b, but 

only if (1140) is considered part of it – otherwise it runs 5.40 m north to south in this section wall. It 

had a maximum thickness of 25cm. If this mound was circular and if pit [1071] lay at its centre, we 

could suggest it might have had an original diameter of just over 8m. 

 

Initial post-excavation analysis of soil sample 10 taken from this layer identifies: a low Phosphorous 

content (less than 10 lbs per acre), soil pH value of 5.5, and soil composed of 67% sand, 10% silt and 

23% clay. 

Context (1016) 

This context consists of the ring of small stones that make up the cairn material around the edge of 

the mound – it has been identified in all 5 trenches excavated to date. The stones include a mixture 

of some rounded beach pebbles and many angular fragments up to a length of 20cm. There are both 

quartz rocks and blue-grey Manx group slate rocks within this material. Results from the GPR survey 

(Turner et al., 2017) suggested a ring of dense small stones were present around the entire mound, 

and these results coincide with the location of the ring cairn. As a result, our working model suggests 

the ring cairn originally extended around the full circumference of the mound, and may yet be 
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located surviving in unexcavated areas. The ring cairn material varied in its extent from 80cm up to 

200 cm in width. Towards the south end of Tr1a denser areas of quartz stone were noted around the 

exterior of the ring while denser areas of slate stone were noted on the interior of the ring (Figure 

15, Figure 16, Figure 17, Figure 18). In this area a much denser area of similarly sized and shaped 

quartz blocks was located (1029), which may be the remnants of the earliest and best preserved 

course of cairn stones. The cairn requires further exploration in the area outside Tr1a to the south 

through future excavation.  

The cairn material (1016) is in direct contact with (1048) and (1003), overlying both. It was a layer of 

stones placed around the edge of the barrow which also extended slightly outside the periphery of 

the barrow. Excavation in TR1c, and 1d in 2019 suggest that the cairn material never covered the 

entire mound. In these trenches there was a very clear edge to the cairn material to the north. 

 

Figure 15: Uppermost surviving extent of (1016) over the top of (1003). 2018. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

  

Figure 16: Trench 1a, facing south. Left: 2017. Right: 2018. (1018) and (1016) run in an arc from the top left to bottom right 
in each image. The larger slab from (1020) is visible in the middle foreground. Photos: Rachel Crellin, Chris Fowler. 
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Figure 17: Cairn stones (1016) and (1029) on top of (1003). Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler. 

 

Figure 18: Cairn stones (1016) and kerbing (1020) in Trench 1B. Photo: Rachel Crellin 

Context (1018) 

This context describes the soil material that sits between the rocks that make up the ring cairn 

(1016). The soil was loose in compaction with a mid greyish-brown colour (10YR 3/4) and consisted 

of a sandy silt. This material formed a band around the edge of the mound, co-extensive with (1016) 

described above. 

(1029)              (1028) 

(1003)

7) 

(1016) 
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Context (1019) 

Same as (1003) 

 

Context (1020) 

This context consists of seven large blocks of slate which were exposed within the rubbly cairn ring 

during excavation and form a kerb around the edge of the ring cairn. In TR1a stone 1 was 50cm long 

and 15cm wide and stone two was 130cm long and 30cm. In Tr1c stone 3 was 80cm long, 26cm wide 

and 22cm tall, stone 4 was 61cm long, 26cm wide, and 22cm tall, stone 5 was 56cm long, 33cm wide, 

and 16cm tall, stone 6 was 72cm long, 21cm wide, and 14cm tall. In TR1d stone 5 was 83cm long, 

25cm wide and 17cm tall.  These blocks represent part of a kerb built to surround the mound. A third 

block of similar stone has been noted in Tr1b to the north-east of Cist 1, but is smaller and not 

positioned along the same outside arc of the ring cairn. This may have been displaced from an 

original ‘kerb’ position. 

The stones partly retained the cairn material (1016), which rested against the back and sometimes 

the top of the kerbstones. The kerb is discontinuous with gaps between the rocks, in Tr1c, 1d there 

are regular gaps between the rocks whereas in Tr1a the rocks appear to be less regular though this 

may be the result of the removal of kerbing at a later date. The kerbing could post-date (1003) since 

the socket for the northern stone seems to have cut through (1003), although it is perhaps possible 

that the cut [1054] and fill (1053) observed could relate to a ‘repair’ to weathering between the 

stone and the mound. Further excavation in Tr 1c and 1d could help to clarify this. 

 

Stone 1 

Stone 2 
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Figure 19: Images of all trenches to show numbering of kerb blocks. 

Context (1021) 

This soil layer was directly underneath the barrow. It is much darker in colour than the barrow layers 

above it with a dark blackish-brown (10YR 3/6) colour. The context is a fine silty sand in texture with 

occasional small stones. Some of the darker colour of this context relates to frequent inclusions of 

charcoal. The context was located over the entire area buried by the mound and had a maximum 

thickness of 30cm. It was cut through at the centre of the mound by a large oval pit [1071], and a 

thin patchy layer of bright orange soil, likely the upcast from the pit, was spread intermittently over 

the top of (1021). This layer is most likely a buried soil which formed prior to the construction of the 

mound. It may constitute the preserved remains of an ancient A- and/or B-horizon. 

 

Stone 3 

Stone 5 
Stone 4 

Stone 6 Stone 7 
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Figure 20: Post-excavation photo of east-facing section baulk of Tr1A, showing (1021) underlying mound contexts (detail, centre of mound). Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler 

 

Figure 21: Post-excavation photo of east-facing section baulk of Tr1A, showing (1021) underlying all mound contexts. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

  

(1021) 

(1027) 
(1015) 

(1003) 
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Initial post-excavation analysis of soil sample 11 taken from this layer identifies a higher 

Phosphorous value for this layer compared with those above, at around 10 lbs per acre, a pH value 

of 6, and soil composition which is 60% sand, 10 % silt, and 30% clay. The clay content is higher, and 

the phosphorous level and acidity higher than the layers immediately above.  

The finds from (1021) in 2018 included 426 flints including scrapers, blades and some burnt flint, 

fragments of charcoal, burn bone and 23 sherds of pottery including one fragment of Ronaldsway 

Late Neolithic pottery (FN 2895). The high levels of charcoal and quantity of finds are indicative of a 

high level of activity in the area. The presence of a sherd or Ronaldsway Late Neolithic pottery in this 

layer probably derives from the partial destruction and truncation of the Late Neolithic features in 

this area during the time this soil was formed. This suggests disturbance to the land surface in the 

Late Neolithic and/or Early Bronze Age across the entire area later covered by the mound, although 

the nature of this activity is as yet unclear. If the soil had a turf surface then that may have been 

removed before pit [1071] was cut into the soil (1021), given that the upcast from this pit (1049) was 

trampled directly into this Early Bronze Age soil. 

Context (1022)  

This context consists of the fill from the urn (FN 063) found in cist 1 (contexts (1008), [1009] and 

(1010)). It contains a high amount of burnt bone (FN 552) in a medium reddish-brown soil of fine-

grained sandy silt. The c.10 cm thick deposit also contains some fine roots throughout. The soil was 

naturally accumulated rough water processes. The urn was excavated in the Manx Museum with 

wooden tools in October 2017. For more details see the report on the excavation of the urn in 

Appendix. 

 

Context (1023)  

This context describes the layer found underneath the urn (FN 063) within cist 1 (contexts (1008), 

[1009] and (1010)), which was block lifted and excavated in the Manx Museum with wooden tools in 

October 2017. It mainly contains ring cairn material of contexts (1018) and (1016) consisting of a 

medium compact sandy silt of reddish to grey colour. The soil also contains frequent amount of 

pebbles, rocks, slate and quartz as well as small elements of gravel. This layer was about 5cm in 

thickness as lifted in the block. It therefore represents the remains of the overcut of [1009] caused 

during the process of block lifting the vessel. For more details see the report on the excavation of 

the urn in the Appendix. 

 

Context (1024)  

This context is the human remains (FN 552) found within the urn (<63>) within cist 1 (contexts 

(1008), [1009] and (1010)). These remains were located in the neck of the urn. For more details see 

the report on the excavation of the urn in the Appendix. 

 

Context (1025)  

This context describes the cremation deposit found within the ring cairn material (1016) and (1018) 

in the south-east corner of TR 1A (fig 22). No clear cut was identified, but it appears that an area of 

cairn material was removed and the cremation was inserted into that void. The soil itself consists of 

a mid-greyish brown (10YR 3/4) of sandy silt, while the size of bone fragments reaches from 2mm 

flecks to more recognisable bone fragments. The fill also contained occasional pebbles. 100% of the 

fill around the cremation deposit was taken as a sample (sample no 12). 
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Figure 22: Deposit of cremated remains (1025) at point of discovery. In the lowest image the highlighted area shows where 
the cremated remains were found. Photos: Emily Banfield, digital editing: Rachel Crellin. 

Context (1026)  

A discrete patch of pea-grit at the base of the cremation deposit (1025). This light to dark brown, red 

to black layer of loose to medium soil formed a base upon which the cremation was deposited. In 

10mm depth were small rounded pebbles of 2-20mm in size distributed. It stretched from 150mm 

north to south and 200mm east to west. 

 

Context (1027)  

A layer of lenses of turf beneath layer (1003) and above (1015). The dark-blackish brown soil of 

medium composition of sandy silt extends for c. 4m north to south in the section of the baulk 

between 1A and 1B, and 1.5m E-W in the section of the baulk of the 1A extension, and across the 

north facing baulk of 1b for 3.2m E-W where it appears it is between 5-10cm thick. Overall this 

means that the layer covers approximately 4m N-S and 4.5m E-W but we assume that it continues 

beyond the current limit of excavation to the south and the west. It is present intermittently, but 

persistently, between (1003) and (1015). It appears to have a flattened inverted bowl shape with its 

lower extent matching the upper contours of (1015). This layer contains occasional slate fragments 

of up to 10cm in size, occasional slate and quartz pebbles, frequent flecks of charcoal and occasional 

small flecks of cremated bone. It is no more than 10cm thick and forms a dark line between the two 
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layers of mound material (1003) and (1015) which may perhaps suggest a period of hiatus and turf 

growth between the deposition of these two mound layers. Overall, it is likely to be either the 

remains of the A-horizon that formed on the top of the first phase mound (1015) and was buried by 

second mound phase (1003) and/or derive from a practice of stacking cut turves on the top of the 

first phase mound. Considering it is a relatively thin layer it is rich in finds. 

 

Figure 23: South-facing section of baulk in Tr1A, showing mound contexts including (1027). Photo & annotation: Chris 
Fowler. 

 

Figure 24: Drawing of south-facing section of baulk in Tr1A, showing contexts including (1027). Drawing: Rachel Crellin & 
Dave Horan, digitised by Mareike Ahlers.  

(1027) 

(1003) 

(1015) 

(1021) 
(1049) 
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Context (1028)  

This context represents a soil layer within the ring cairn which built up over (1029) and was covered 

by cairn material (1016)/(1018). The dark greyish brown (10YR 3/3) sandy silt of medium compaction 

contains frequent small gravelly pebbles in a depth of 10cm and a varying width between 14 to 

90cm and a maximum length of 2m south-north. In places the soil seems similar to (1003) with an 

orangey colour. It seems likely to be a natural soil formation around the stones of (1029). 

 

Figure 25: Section of Tr1A baulk - cairn material showing (1016), (1018), (1028) and (1029). Drawn by Chris Fowler & Saffia 
King, digitized by Mareike Ahlers. 

 

Figure 26: Plan of TR 1A showing cairn structure and layers (1013), (1016)/(1018), (1028) and (1029). Drawn by Chris 
Fowler & Emily McGonigle, digitized by Mareike Ahlers. 

Context (1029)  

This up to 12cm thick layer contains densely packed stones of up to two rows of sub-rounded quartz 

pebbles (c. 90%) with a size between 10x8x4 cm to 11x12x5cm (figures 27 & 28). Only few a slate 
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stone also occur (c.10%) which are, however, similar in shape and size to the quartz pebbles. This 

layer of quartz stretches over an area of 1.4m in width and c. 3.5m in length in the southern part of 

TR 1A with a rounded end in the north and slightly disturbed at the southern end. The layer sits 

directly on top of (1003) and is overlain by (1028). Excavation of the cairn in TR1 C, D and 1E did not 

find this same layer – it is therefore a discrete area. The very dense compaction of the stones may 

suggest it was a small cobbled surface rather than a layer of cairn material. 

 

Figure 27: Layers (1028), (1029) and (1031), and pit fill (1032). Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Figure 28: Plan of layer (1029) and cut [1035] half-sectioned. Drawing: Chris Fowler & Bethany Park, digitized by Mareike 
Ahlers. 

Context (1030)  

This context is the soil within the cremation FN 1008. This context is the same as (1033) (fill of the 

Urn FN1204). Two finds numbers were taken out: FN1008 to deal with the broken fragments of the 
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pot when it was first discovered; and the main vessel FN1204. Similarly, two context numbers were 

taken out though the process of excavation as this spanned over several days. 

The small amount of soil in which the cremation was found as of loose medium grey-orange brown 

sandy silt. Some pieces of pottery were found within the fill where the fragments of the pot fell 

inwards. The whole deposit was contained by the urn (ca. 35cm east-west to 40cm north-south).  

 

Context (1031) 

This context is the primary fill of cut [1035] containing soil from the mound and small pebbles taken 

from (1029). The loose orangey brown (7.5YR 3/3) sand is to 50% surrounded by mainly stones of 

7x5x3cm in size, and to 5% by angular slates c. 10x6x3xm. Most of these slates are to be found at the 

steep tip of the cut at the edge of the context, while the quartz stones are of the same size and 

shape as those forming context (1029), through which this pit cuts. The upper surface of (1031) is 

bowl-shaped, holding the larges stones of (1032) which have to be thrown into it, but may also 

possibly be a small slumped cairn. This fill therefore potentially represents the fill of a cut for a kerb 

stone which was already lost by the time of excavation or later activity digging into the kerb of the 

mound. It was extremely difficult to detect the cut [1035] and an interface between (1031) and 

(1047), and the feature may have been overcut during excavation (figures 29-31). The discovery of 

additional kerb stones in TR1C and 1D in 2019 strengthens the argument that this may have been a 

stone socket. 

  

Figure 29: Section of cut [1035] showing primary fill (1031) and secondary fill (1032). Drawing: Chris Fowler & Emily 
McGonigle. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 
Figure 30: Pit [1035] under excavation – half sectioned. Photo: Chris Fowler. 
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Context (1032)  

This secondary fill of cut [1035] consists of stones and soil, possibly from displaced cairn material 

which has settled into the top of the pit. The compact dark brown (7.5YR 3/3) sandy sill contains 80-

90% quartz and slate stones and rare flakes (<1%) of charcoal. With a depth of 25cm it stretches 

80cm east-west and 90cm north-south in plan at the top of the cut. It appears to be backfill caused 

by the spill from the plough diverging the cairn stones which have set on the depression left by 

(1031). 

 
Figure 31: Layers (1028), (1029) and (1031), and pit fill (1032), half sectioned and showing pit cut [1035]. Photo: Chris 
Fowler. 

Context (1033)  

This context represents the fill of an inverted Cordoned Urn, FN 1204 (1079). This was primarily 

cremated bone in very good condition. There was some soil which was retained to wet sieve. This 

seems to have been filtered in naturally through time. The small amount of soil in which the 

cremation was found w of loose medium grey-orange brown sandy silt. Some pieces of pottery were 

found within the fill where the fragments of the pot fell inwards. The whole deposit was contained 

by the urn (ca. 35cm east-west to 40cm north-south). 

 
Figure 32: Cordoned Urn FN 1204, north-facing trench wall, sondage, Tr1A. Photo: Rachel Crellin. 

[1035] 
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Figure 33: Cordoned Urn FN 1204 during excavation. The trench has now been extended, revealing the area around the 
vessel in plan. No evidence of a cut for a pit can be discerned, suggesting the vessel was placed on a land surface and then 
the mound was constructed around it. Photo: Rachel Crellin. 

Context [1034] 

This context is the cut of a plough line running alongside the eastern length of TR 1A. This cut 

disrupted the cairn material (1016)/(1018) and mixed these layers with overlying (1002) in the 

vicinity of the plough line. The cut was c. 80cm wide at the top and dips south 16cm lower than the 

rest of the interface between (1003) and (1002). This appears to line up with context (1090) in Tr1c. 

 

Context [1035] 

This context was an ovoid-shaped cut through the cairn and quartz layer (1029) and into (1003) 

mound material. It was identified at the top due to its clear destruction of (1029). This cut might 

have been caused by the removal of a kerb stone, but at this position would seem to be too far west 

for the position of a kerb stone so may represent later activity at the site where people dug into the 

ring-cairn material – post-excavation comparison of plans from different trenches should assist in 

resolving this. It contains the primary fill (1031) and secondary fill (1032). It was difficult to detect its 

lower edge, with fill (1032) hard to distinguish from (1003), and may either be overcut to the north 

of the section line or undercut to the south of it (figure 34). Subsequent removal of (1003) in this 

area did not locate any notable finds or other evidence indicating a feature. 
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Figure 34: Post-ex plan and photograph of cut [1035]. Drawing: Chris Fowler, Emily McGonigle & Bethany Park. Photo: Chris 
Fowler. 

Context (1036)  

A dark blackish brown soil layer (7YR 3/2) observed below (1021) in the south-west corner of Tr1b. A 
sandy silt, it contained some charcoal flecks and medium-sized slate pebbles. It overlay glacial layers 
(1045) and (1115/1116), and the barren ditch-like feature [1086], and was truncated by [1138]. It 
may be a lower interface of (1021) with (1045) – the remains of a Neolithic b-horizon.  
 
Context (1037)  
This is the uppermost fill of the large oval pit with cut number [1071]. It was directly underneath the 
lower mound layer (1015) in this area. The fill is roughly circular covering an area approximately 
2.5m north-south by 2.2m E-W and 35cm deep.  The layer consisted of loose mid-orangey brown 
(10YR 4/4) silty sand. It contained large pebbles of up to 20cm in length of primarily slate with some 
quartz. Also present were some occasional flecks of charcoal and one cattle tooth (see also (1076). 
The context was incredibly loose and crumbly with frequent voids. This layer has a very similar 
composition, and colour to the natural (1045), and is likely to be significantly composed of upcast 
excavated from pit [1071] also mixed with a substantial amount of stones (possible derived from 
disturbing patches of stone from (1115). The top of this fill would have formed an orange, stoney 
circular patch in the dark humic soil (1021), which was then covered by mound (1015). 
 

 

Figure 35:Upper pit fill (1037) in Tr1B. 

(1049) 

(1037) 

(1036) 

(1045) 
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Figure 36: Upper pit (1037) visible in upper background. The section illustrates that this fill disrupts (1021). In plan across 
the trench is (1015), which also covered (1037) but has been removed at the top of the trench at this point in the 
excavation.  

(1021) 
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Figure 37: West-facing section of baulk between 1A and 1B, showing (1037), (1049) & surrounding contexts. Photos: Chris Fowler, digital editing: Rachel Crellin; annotation RC & CF. 

 

 

 

(1015) 
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Context (1038) 

This context is the top fill of the burial pit with cut number [1041]. This fairly loose dark brown (10YR 

3/3) silt contained cremated bone as well as one piece of pottery. The top of the fill was defined by a 

ring of mainly quartz stones and has a diameter of 46cm with a depth of c. 20cm (figures 40, 45 & 

46).  

 

Figure 38: Section drawing of cut [1041] with fills (1038), (1043) and (1044). 

Context (1039)  

This context is a layer of slates forming a pavement found in Tr1A underneath an inverted Cordoned 

Urn FN 1204 (figures 39 & 40). The slates were closely packed together. The outer slates sloped 

slightly down and inward, possibly a result of the weight of the urn above. The sub-circular context 

extends 51cm north-south and 45cm east-west. The slate slabs show a maximum size of 16 x 11 cm 

and a minimum size of 11 x 6.5cm. The soil between the slates is indistinguishable from the upper 

barrow layer (1003), and the slates sit on a surface of (1003) suggesting that the urn was placed here 

during the process of constructing barrow layer (1003). As this was the secondary mound layer it is 

likely that this vessel was placed here during a process of mound enlargement – which could 

potentially have been instituted in order to incorporate this burial. 

 

Figure 39: Slate slabs (1039) at base of FN 1204. 
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Figure 40: Photo of TR 1A extension showing the slate platform on which the urn FN 1204 was originally placed. 

Context (1040)  

This context formed a ring of small slabs and pebbles that surrounded and encased the shoulder and 

rim of inverted Cordoned Urn FN 1204, which was situated on top of (1039) and sat within (1003). 

The ring surrounded the rim of the vessel and included one curved slate (figures 43 & 44). These 

stones appear to surround and support the position of the vessel. Excavation of (1003) suggests turf 

stacking might also have surrounded the vessel. The ring was made up of 6 quartz and 4 slate stones 

with dimensions of 60cm east-west and 50cm north-south. 

 

Figure 41: Slates (1040) surrounding the lower part of Cordoned Urn FN 1204.Image: Rachel Crellin 
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Figure 42: Photo of urn (FN 1204) in situ surrounded by stone ring (1040). Image: Rachel Crellin 

Context [1041] 

This is the cut of a small burial pit in the southern central area of TR 1A which contained cremated 

remains (figures 45 & 46). The pit was c. 30cm deep with an irregular base and steep walls and cut 

into the mound layer (1003). The pit was lined with a ring of quartz pebbles (1044) with a diameter 

of c. 60cm. Within these lay a layer of cremation deposit (1042) which was covered by an upper soil 

fill (1038). 



42 
 

 

Figure 43: Plan of Tr1A showing position of cremation deposit with fill (1038) prior to excavation 

 

Figure 44: Cremation deposit half sectioned, showing [1041] & (1044). 
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Context (1042)  

This was a cremation deposit found in cut [1041] (figure 44 and 45). Based on its distribution in the 

feature the cremated bone was most likely placed in an organic container. The cremated bones are 

very fragmented to the east of the section as well as the top of the fill at the western side. However, 

c. 15cm from the eastern side the layer contains large pieces of bone. The cremation was inserted at 

the eastern side of the pit and then covered surrounded by packing stones (1044), some of which fell 

into the cremation deposit. The soil in which the cremation was found consists of loose very dark 

brown (7.5YR 3/2) sand, with 70% of the fill consisting of bone. This layer is c. 7cm thick and 30cm 

wide. It shows are rounded base with gently sloping sides. 10 pieces of undecorated prehistoric 

pottery were recovered from the fill. 

 

Figure 45: Excavation of second half of cremation deposit (1042), spit 1. Drawing by Emily Banfield. 

Context (1043)  

Overcut base of pit [1041]; same as (1003). 

Context (1044)  

This context is the ring of quartz stones lining the edge of the cut [1041] of the cremation burial. The 

ring is sub-angular in shape with regular sized quartz stones of c. 14x10x8 cm in size.  

Context (1045) 

The natural layer of glacial till forming the geology underlying the entire site (Fig. 46). The loose mid-

brown orange silty sand contains frequent amounts of gravel of both quartz and slate and 

occasionally other rocks. There is a dense cluster of large stones around the top of the hill, under the 

centre of the mound (1115) which also appears glacial in origin. Same as (1047). In 2019 this same 

context was found below and off the mound in TR1C, D and E. 
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Figure 46: Post-excavation photo of Tr1A, showing (1045) in plan and section through (1003), (1027), (1015), (1049) and 
(1021). 

Context (1046)  

This loose dark brown (10YR 3/4) silty sand contains small gravel pebbles (c. 1cm in length) 

throughout with occasional larger rocks of c. 10cm diameter. This context was initially interpreted as 

the fill of an east to west running linear ditch (cut [1052]) in the southern part of TR 1B and Tr1A 

(figure 50), but this cut proved elusive anywhere other than in the vicinity of pit [1071] and it was 

eventually agreed that cut [1071] had been misinterpreted as an undercutting ditch edge: (1046) 

extended throughout much of the southern end of Tr1b and was located in the extension to Tr1a in 

2018. It seems most likely that it is an upper interface of glacial till (1045) forming a b-horizon with a 

prehistoric topsoil. 

 

Figure 47: West-facing section of baulk Tr1B, showing (1046) and surrounding contexts. 

Context (1047) 

Same as (1045). 

Context (1048)  

This context consists of similar material to (1021) and shades into it with an amorphous edge; it was 

only located at the periphery of the mound underneath areas where some remnants of cairn 
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material survived. It is suspected to be part of (1021) but has a different sandier texture and orange 

colour (10YR 3/2), perhaps as a result of being under the ring cairn material (1016)/(1018). It is no 

wider than 2m across and up to c.20cm deep. 

 

Context (1049)  

This very thin, bright orange soil layer was only present to the depth of a maximum of c. 4cms and 

intermittently across the upper surface of the buried ancient soil (1021) (figures 16, 23, 24, 39, 49, 

50, 51 & 52). It is similar in colour to the glacial till which the oval pit cut [1071] penetrates, and 

appears to be ‘upcast’ from the prehistoric excavation of this large pit, which was then spread 

around the surface of (1021) by those digging the pit and filling it. It was present only intermittently, 

and most visible in the area to the south and east of the pit, where it was visible persistently across 

about 2m. It was not recognised at the time that (1015) and (1021) were excavated in Tr1b, and 

since (1015) was very mottled and heterogeneous it would have been extremely difficult to 

distinguish (1049). It first became visible in reviewing the section, and was then traced in plan during 

excavation of Tr1a but only as patches of orange material on the surface of (1021) extending up to c. 

2m northeast of the edge of top of pit [1071]. 

  

 

Figure 48: Detail of west-facing section of baulk between 1A and 1B, showing (1037) and (1049) and 
surrounding contexts. Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler. 

Context [1050] 

This context is the cut of a pit in extension of TR 1A. The cut goes into the natural (1045). The cut 

was oval in plan in an east-west orientation with a round base and gently sloping (in parts steep) 

sides giving it a rough U-form in section. As the northern half runs partly underneath the southern 

baulk of TR 1A it was not possible to excavate the feature to its full extent (figure 51). Its depth was 

45cm and dimensions 90 x 50cm at the top. The pit was cut into the natural layer (1045) and 

contained one fill (1051). This pit may be a post-hole or simply a small pit.  

(1037) 

(1049) 

(1021) 

(1015) 

(1003) 

(1049) 

(1015) 

(1046) 

[1071] 

(1027) 
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Figure 49: Post-excavation photo of pits [1050] (centre) and [1055] (left). Photo: Chris Fowler. 

Context (1051)  

This context is the only fill of cut [1050]. The loose dark brown sandy loam contains frequent amount 

of small pebbles (1-2cm), moderate amount of medium sized gravel stones (2-5cm), and a few larger 

rocks up to 15cm in length (figures 52 & 53). This fill contained 8 pieces of pottery of which 4 were 

large fragments of Late Neolithic Ronaldsway pottery. 

 

Figure 50: Pit fill (1051) prior to excavation (left) and then half sectioned (right). Photo: Mareike Ahlers. 

Context [1052] 

Previously interpreted as a roughly linear cut into glacial till (1045) in the southern part of TR 1B 

containing fill, (1046), the completion of excavation in Tr1b leads us to conclude that the cut 

identified here was in fact the southerly edge of the large oval pit [1071]. This context is therefore 

withdrawn. 
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Figure 51: Cut [1052] of ditch running across southern edge of Tr1B. The highlighted area identifies the upper fill (1037) of 
oval pit [1071] and the edge of that cut. The interface has been excavated out of stratigraphic sequence, removing an area 
of (1046) through which the pit [1071] cut. 

Context (1053)  

This context is the fill of [1054] which contains packing stones placed behind the northern kerbstone 

(1020). The stones were surrounded by loose orange (10YR 4/4) sand with some flecks of charcoal 

throughout. These packing stones consisted of quartz pebbles and slate blocks up to 200mm in 

width. These appear to have been wedged deliberately between the edge of the mound and the 

kerbstone, in a feature which also cut through the natural subsoil (figure 57). 
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Figure 52: Excavation of (1053) in four stages. Photos: Chris Fowler. 

Context [1054] 

This context describes the cut that was identified behind the northern kerbstone (1020) in TR 1B. 

The feature was cut into the layer (1048) and has a long sub-rectangular shape 1.48m by 30cm by 

25cm. The cut abuts the kerbstone and shows otherwise gently sloping sides. It contains only one fill 

(1053). It potentially represents the cut made in shaping the socket for the positioning of the kerb 

stone, which then needed to be backfilled to keep the stone upright. If so, this would suggest that 

the kerbstones post-date the mound. However, this could alternatively form a ‘repair’ to weathering 

between the stone and the mound. 
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Figure 53: Cut [1054] behind the northern kerbstone. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

Context [1055] 

This cut of a pit was identified in the extension of TR 1A. The cut goes into the natural (1045). The 

cut is roughly round in shape at the top measuring 0.9x0.8m and sub-rounded at rounded base 

(figure 51, left). The southern side is gently sloping while the northern side provided a steep slope. 

The depth amounts to 0.66m. It is possible that this cut represents a post-hole pit. 

This pit pre-dates the construction of the mound. It is potentially similar to [1050] which is in the 

same area, and also cut into the natural. Both cuts contained fills which contained Late Neolithic 

Ronaldsway pottery sherds. 

Context (1056)  

This context represents the upper fill of cut [1055] in the extension of TR1A which consists of loose 

dark brown loamy sand with a frequent occurrence of small pebbles (<2cm) and a moderate amount 

of medium sized stones (2-5cm). This fill has a depth of 0.4m and a diameter of 0.75 at its upper 

level. The transition to the lower fill (1057) is smooth but clear, however the edges are in parts 

difficult to determine. As this fill cuts into the underlying fill it could represent a recut of the initial 

pit or a natural refill. Finds from within the fill included burnt bone fragments, charcoal, flint and 

burnt flint. 

Context (1057)  

This context is the primary fill of cut [1055] in the extension of TR1A. The difference to overlying fill 

(1056) was mainly due to difference in colour from the darker brown (1056) to the light yellowish 

brown of this fill which in turn is more similar to the surrounding natural layer (1045). This fill also 

contains a frequent amount of pebbles (<2cm) and frequent to moderate amount of medium sized 

stones (2-5cm) and occasional larger stones (>5). The fill was recorded with a depth of 0.25m and a 

maximum width of 0.9m. Fill (1056) cuts into (1057). It also contained some pieces as flint as well as 

13 pieces of pottery of which 6 have been identified as Neolithic Ronaldsway pottery including one 

fragment of an impressed rim. 
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Figure 54: Pit fill (1057) half-sectioned. Photo: Mareike Ahlers. 

 

Figure 55: Pit [1055] containing (1056) and (1057). Drawn by Mareike Ahlers and Sebastian Aycock 

Context [1058] 

Now withdrawn as a cut, the sides of this cut are the top of the large, oval cut [1071] into layer 

(1021) and beyond that through the glacial till (1045) in the southern extent of TR1b. It was originally 

identified as containing the fill (1037) – now identified as the stone capping to the large oval pit. The 

cut [1058] was identified from an abrupt break of slope at the top, and was oval in plan with steep 

sides (figure 59). It was only excavated to a depth of 35cm, removing fill (1037), and the entire pit 

was at that point initially considered to be bottomed, with a flat base. However, this was revisited a 

few days later and found to be mistaken: the material in the centre of this cut was still a fill, albeit it 

different from (1037). That fill was given the context number (1072) and excavation resumed. The 

cut number [1071] was at this point assigned to the cut of the entire pit - for full description of the 

cut of this feature see [1071]. To be clear, the interface with the fill (1072), seen in figure 57 is now 

not thought to be a cut. 
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Figure 56: The top of cut [1058]. The upper fill of posthole with cut number [1069] can actually also be observed in this 
photograph, circled. Photo: Alice Coulson. 

Context (1059)  

This context was the fill of cut [1060] and which contained a large inverted Cordoned Urn, FN 2767 

(figures 60 & 61). The loose mid-orangey brown (2.5YR 3/2) silty sand contained frequent large 

blocks and pebbles, large slate pieces of up to 30cm, rounded quartz blocks of up to 15cm and 

occasional flecks of charcoal. The top of the urn FN 2767 appeared in plan as we were excavating in 

spits through (1021)/(1048). We looked carefully for a cut and fill at this time but one with clear 

edges was hard to discern and so we took another spit off (1021)/(1048) to try and reveal the edges 

more clearly. The similarity in colour and texture between (1048), (1045) and (1059) made this 

challenging.   
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Figure 57: FN 2767 emerges during excavation of (1021) and (1048). 

 

Figure 58: Excavation of Cordoned Urn FN 2767 and fill (1059). Photos: Rachel Crellin. 

Context [1060] 

This context is the cut of the circular pit for inverted Cordoned Urn FN 2767. The pit was cut into the 

natural layer (1045). The pit is roughly circular extending 95cm northeast to southwest and 90cm 

northwest to southeast with a depth of 17cm. The sides are gently sloped and the base appears to 

be flat. As outlined above, the cut was not clearly defined at its upper extent. The top of the urn was 

visible in the plan of the mound layer (1048)/(1021) in which the cut was not visible. This leads to 

two possible interpretations; a) (1048)/(1021) weathered away so the urn top was visible prior to 
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the mound layer (1015) being lain over it; b) the fill was hard to distinguish from (1048) because it 

was largely redeposited material from that source, making the cut invisible when excavating the 

layer (1021)/(1048). 

 

Context (1061)  

This context relates to two small areas in the southwest corner of TR 1A Extension which cannot be 

classified as cuts but rather very shallow lenses of soil which were slightly different to the 

surrounding (1046). The soil is generally loose dark brown sandy silt with frequent amounts of 

pebbles and a very irregular base and shape with depths between 5-18cm. The easternmost lens 

appeared as figure eight-shaped in plan c. 40cm in length, but the edges were difficult to determine 

during excavation. They have been interpreted to be natural occurrences within layer (1046). They 

underlay buried soil layer (1021). 

 

Context (1062)  

This context is the fill of cut [1063] in TR 1A, containing loose dark brown (10YR 3/3) loamy sand with 

a moderate amount of pebbles (<2cm). The fill consists of a depth 15cm and 28cm in diameter. The 

fill contained one piece of flint.  This feature underlay buried soil layer (1021). 

 

Context [1063] 

This context describes the small cut of a hollow in TR 1A cutting into the natural (1045)/(1046). It 

contains fill (1062) and has a depth of 15cm and a diameter of 28cm with a rounded base and gently 

sloping sides. It could potentially be a natural hollow as the edges were not very well defined, 

however, the hollow also could have been artificial and naturally backfilled by the overlying layer. 

This feature underlay buried soil layer (1021). 

 

Context (1064)  

Same as (1021). 

 

Context (1065)  

This context is the upper fill of posthole with cut [1066] found north of the large oval pit in TR1B. The 

loose, soft, dark brown (7.5YR 2.5/3) loamy sand contains frequent amount of pebbles (<2cm) and 

medium sized stones (2-5cm) with the occasional appearance of larger stones (>5cm). It also 

contains some charcoal (sampled), as well as one piece of flint. It stretches over a depth of 10cm 

measuring 40 x 22cm in plan at the top. 

 

Context [1066] 

This context is a cut of a posthole in Tr1B containing fill (1065) and (1068). The cut has steep sides 

and a rounded base giving it a U-shaped appearance in section (figures 65, 66). It cuts into the 

natural (1045) and lies underneath layer (1021) – although it is possible that it might not have been 

detected in excavating (1021) as the fills would be extremely similar (dating the samples from (1065) 

and (1068) should help resolve this). The cut is 45 cm deep and measures 40 x 22cm in plan. 

 

Context (1067)  

This context describes the primary fill of post-hole cut [1069], probably originally a post-pipe. It 

consisted of a loose dark brown (10YR 3/6) sandy silt. It was covered by fill (1070) which included 

packing stones. Some smaller packing stones are found throughout the fill (1067), filling the former 

post-pipe. The fill is c. 60cm deep. 

Context (1068)  
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This context represents the primary fill of cut [1066]. It consists of loose light brown (10YR 4/6) 

sandy loam and contains some smaller stones throughout. It has a depth of 35cm and is cut but the 

upper fill (1065). The transition between the two fills is smooth and slightly washed.  

Context [1069] 

This context was the cut of a post-hole located in the southern half of TR 1B (figures 62-64). It was 

filled by (1067) as well as a stone layer (1070) on top. The cut is roughly circular in plan with sides 

nearly vertical in the north-east and south side, with an abrupt break of slope at the top and fairly 

abrupt at the base. A slight undercut was present to the south-west. The base is rounded. At the top 

the cut measures c.90x 80cm and the cut has a depth of c.60cm. The feature cuts into the top of fill 

(1037), and thereby penetrated into (1072); the fills of the large oval pit. It may potentially have 

marked out the position of this feature.  

 

Figure 59: Posthole with cut number [1069] during excavation. Note that it cuts into the top of the fill of the oval pit (1072), 
and just into (1077), as well as (1045). Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler. 
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Figure 60: Plan of packing stones in half of (1070), and southeast-Northwest section of posthole cut [1069]. Drawings: Chris 
Fowler (l), Amber Roy (r). 

 

Figure 61: Post-ex plan of post-hole cut [1069]. Drawn by Amber Roy. 

Context (1070)  

This context describes a group of packing stones within the posthole with cut number [1069]. It is 

likely that these stones were used as packing-stones/to hold a post in place, and slumped from that 

position when the post decayed (see figures 63, 64). 

Context [1071] 

This context is the same as [1058] and is the cut of a very large oval pit located at the centre of the 
area later covered by the mound.  The break of slope where the feature cut into (1045) was abrupt 
at the top, then gradually sloping in to c. 80 cm in depth, then to the east of the pit the sides curved 
and then sloped steeply downwards (figures 65 & 66). The sides of the pit are very compact and 
stained in places with a compact manganese coating. The break of slope at the bottom of the 
feature was abrupt and the base of the pit was flat in profile and ovoid in plan. The feature measures 
3.20 m east to west and 2.4m north to south at the top, and 1.94 m by 1.38 m at the base. It cut 
1.72m deep into the natural layer (1045), but can also be observed in the section of the baulk 
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between Tr1A and Tr1B as cutting through the buried soil layer (1021), and providing the source 
material for trample layer (1049) (figures 39, 49, 51, 52). It contained the fills (1037), (1072), (1076), 
(1077), (1078), (1093), (1094) and (1091). The feature is the cut for a burial pit used for human 
interment. It cut through the burial prehistoric soil (1021), and its fills were subsequently covered by 
the mound layers (1015), (1027) and (1003). 

 

 
Figure 62: Post-excavation photograph of pit with cut [1071]. Photo: Chris Fowler 

 

Context (1072)  
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This context was an upper fill of the large oval pit with cut [1071]. The brown (7.5YR 3/3) silty sand 

contained small amount (c. 10%) of small sub-rectangular stones (figure 69). This is an upper fill of 

the burial pit. It yielded four small flint fragments and a sherd of undecorated pottery. 

 

 

Figure 63: Photograph of ENE facing section of pit with cut number [1071], annotated to identify fills (1072), (1076), (1077) 
and (1078). Fill (1078) was not fully excavated at the time this photograph was taken, and can be seen occluding the cut of 
the pit where marked. Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler. 

Context (1073)  

This context describes packing stones that surrounded the inverted urn FN 2767 in cut [1060] (see 

Figure 61 above). They consist of large slate blocks up to 30cm and rounded quartz blocks of to 

15cm. These stones are surrounding the vessel up to 30cm in height on every side. 

 

Context (1074)  

The cremated bone was that found within the inverted urn FN 2767 in the pit with cut [1060]. The 

cremation was loosely mixed with some soil (figure 68). The fill was 8-10cm deep measuring 40cm 

north to south and 50cm east to west. The deposit was excavated in several spits. Some pieces of 

flint were found within the fill.  

(1072) (1078) 

(1078) 

(1078) 

(1076) 

(1077) 
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Figure 64: The cremated remains (1074) originally contained within FN 2767 and exposed when the vessel was lifted. 

Context (1075)  

This context was a paved surface of slate slabs on which the inverted urn FN 2767 was placed (figure 

71). The stones were laid directly on the base of the cut [1060]. This paving seems to be similar in 

fashion to the one found underneath the urn FN 1204 in context (1039).  

 

Figure 65: Slabs underlying Cordoned Urn FN 2767 in pit base [1060]. 

Context (1076)  

This context is a soil lens above and resting into the upper part of the stoney fill (1077) of the large 

oval pit with cut [1071] (figure 70). The loose, dark brown (7.5YR 3/4) sand was mottled with darker 

and lighter patches, and contains a moderate amount of pebbles of up to 20mm in size. It extended 
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over an area of 70cm width in northwest to southeast and 77cm in length in northeast to southwest 

with a depth of 50cm. It sloped down so that it was higher in the southeast than at the centre of the 

feature. It included a slate slab, and, to the southeast of its extent, a single cattle tooth (figure 71).  

 

Figure 66: Photograph of the oval pit during excavation. (1072) has been completely removed, revealing (1076) and (1077) 
in the centre of the pit, with the full extent of (1078) around the edges of the pit revealed. Photo & annotation: Chris Fowler. 

 

Figure 67: cattle tooth (left) and its location within (1076) right. Photos: Chris Fowler. 

Context (1077)  
This is one of the lower fills of cut [1071], sitting above and within (1078) in a conical to bowl shape 

c. 80 cm in diameter at the top (see Figure 68). This fill was about 70% slate and quartz stone in very 

loose soil, with many voids between the stones. Two slate slabs were found at upper interface with 

fill (1076), and from there the context was c. 60 cm deep in the middle. One slab measured 12.5cm x 

11.5cm and 10cm width and was of angular shape. The other stone measured 16cm x 11cm and 3cm 

(1078) 

(1078) (1076) 

(1077) 

(1076) 
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in width. This fill appears to have been rapidly deposited, given the extremely loose compaction. We 

have considered the possibility that this resulted from an event in which the pit was recut (between 

(1078) and (1077) and a mortuary feature such as a cist or grave stone lining was disturbed and the 

remains then thrown back in as (1076) and (1077), following by the capping of the entire pit with 

(1072). In support of this the sides of fill (1078) are very steep. However, the burial does not seem to 

have been disturbed (see (1093) below). The heavy stone content in (1077) may derive from the use 

of material from the nearby geological cluster of stone (1115) just to the south-west of the pit, and it 

is possible that during the backfilling of the pit following the placement of the burial more sediment-

rich material was shovelled around the edges of the pit while stones were cast into the centre of the 

feature at the same time, forming these different contexts. 

 

 
Figure 68: Section through partially-excavated pit [1071] showing upper fills (1072), (1076), (1077) and parts of lower fill 
(1078). Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Context (1078) 
This context constitutes the primary backfill of the oval pit with cut [1071]. The firm, light orangey 

brown (10YR 4/6) sandy gravel contained frequent amount of rounded pebbles of up to 15 cm in 

size. The upper edge of the fill had a width of 50cm, observed in plan as a doughnut shape within 

which sat (1072), and below that (1076) and (1077) as steep-sided bowl-shapes. Once (1077) was 

fully excavated, (1078) was encountered towards the base of the pit. This fill was notably much 

firmer and more compact than (1077). Its full extent stretched from the top to the base of the pit c. 

1.72m, filling the full width and length of the pit 3.20 m east to west and 2.4m north to south at the 

top, and 1.94 m by 1.3 m at the base. At a depth of about 5cms into this fill below (1077) jet beads 

from a spacer-plate necklace, FN 2923, were recovered. At the end of the 2018 season two spacer 

plates and a terminal plate, as well as 8 barrel-shaped beads, were found resting close to a large flat 

slab (figures 70 & 71). Another 114 beads were located in a position next to the first 11 beads in 

(1078) 

(1072) 

(1076) 

(1077) 

(1115) 
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2019. These were given numbers, drawn in situ and removed. In total 122 beads were recovered 

including the fastener, two terminal plates, four spacer plates, and two trapezoid beads which may 

be necklace terminals (see Figure 112). The remaining beads were largely barrel-shaped, although 

some have one flattened side. The positions of the beads with respect to the surviving human 

remains and patches of dark staining in the sand (see 1094, below) strongly suggest that the beads 

adorned the body at the time of the deposition. The terminal plate to the north of the feature had 

fallen on its face, for instance (figure 73). The two small trapezoid beads, tentatively proposed as 

terminals for a bracelet, were found within the broader cluster of beads so if this was a bracelet the 

wrist wearing that bracelet must have been positioned near the front of the chest. The beads seem 

very likely to be made from Whitby jet and if this is the case the object must have originated in 

Yorkshire. Further study of the beads is needed to resolve this. Spacer plate necklaces date to the 

Early Bronze Age, probably c. 2200-1900 BC (see Figure 110, Figure 111, Figure 112 and Figure 113)  

The fill also covered and contained the human skeletal remains (1093) and the stone setting (1091) 

(figure 72), and yielded ten pieces of flint including a serrated blade and a very thin end scraper 

(both of the latter coming from the western, or foot, end of the feature). 

 

Figure 69: The first jet beads discovered (FN 2923) within (1078). Photo: Chris Fowler. 
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Figure 70: The base of (1078) exposing the jet beads, the large slate slab and the southern stone lining (1091), and the 
human remains (1093). Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Figure 71: The lowest extent of (1078) with the jet necklace, human remains and southern side of the stone feature 
exposed. Photo: Chris Fowler. 
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Figure 72: The lowest extent of (1078) with the jet necklace, human remains and southern side of the stone feature exposed 
(detail). The triangular bead top left is the bead used to tie on the necklace, the large sub-triangular bead below that is the 
left hand terminal plate which is lying face-down, and the two large beads below that are left side spacer plates. In the 
middle of the shot is one of the putative bracelet terminal beads. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Context (1079) 

This context refers to the placement of the inverted Cordoned Urn FN 1204. The vessel was 

discovered when cutting the edge of a sondage trench with a mattock, and was damaged in the 

process (fig 32). Despite close examination and subsequent careful excavation no evidence of a cut 

for a pit to contain it could be detected, and the soil surrounding it was simply mound material 

(1003) (figures 32, 33). It therefore appears that the vessel was placed here during the process of 

constructing barrow layer (1003). As this was the secondary mound layer it is likely that this vessel 

was placed during a process of mound enlargement – which could potentially have been instituted in 

order to incorporate this burial. The vessel contained a significant amount of very well-preserved 

cremated human remains which were removed from a hole in the vessel inadvertently caused during 

its discovery and will be examined by the project osteologist in due course. 

 

Context (1080) 
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This context is an upper fill of ditch section [1086]. Its upper interface was extremely compact and 

laced with over a hundred tiny fragments of flint debitage and occasional charcoal flecks. The soil 

matrix was a dark brown (10YR 3/3) sand with 70% small and medium stones. Some of the medium 

stones were angular slates, and dipped down following the slope of the edge of the ditch. The fill 

was 50cm deep and ran the width of the ditch at its top (2.23m). After the surface was removed the 

soil became less compact and very few finds were found; all of these were flint apart from one tiny 

scrap of burnt bone. The soil contained some lumps of charcoal. 

 

Context (1081) 

Withdrawn (same as (1045)). 

 

Context (1082) 

Withdrawn (same as (1045)). 

 

Context (1083) 

Withdrawn 

 

Context (1084) 

This was a loose dark brown (7.5YR 4/4), heavily stoney uppermost fill of the ditch with cut [1086] in 

Tr1b, 10cm deep and curving in plan up to 50 cm long. It contained 50% small stones, 20% medium 

stones and 20% large stones including quartz cobbles and a slate slab. It was only present where the 

ditch was deepest and did not extend as far as the trench wall sections, sitting on top of (1080) 

which did extend to the edges of the feature. It yielded only two flint flakes. 

 

Context (1085) 

Withdrawn 

 

Context [1086] 

This context appears to be the cut of a curved ditch segment which runs in an arc around the 

northern extent of the glacial stone deposit (1115). It ran for 2.6m from the section wall into the 

trench and its widest at the top it is 2.23m wide. It was deeper nearer to the terminal than it was 

where it is dissected by the trench wall section – c. 60 cms at maximum depth. The break of slope 

was gradual at the top, turning more abrupt within 20cm, then sloping more steeply at the base to 

the north side than to the south. At its northern side it was truncated slightly by the cut of the large 

burial pit [1072]. It is difficult to interpret. It appears to predate (1036) and (1021), the buried 

ancient soils which we provisionally expect to date to the later Neolithic and its fill yielded few finds 

apart from the exceptionally dense spread of tiny flint debitage on the very top of the uppermost fill 

(1080), and no pottery. It does not seem likely given its depth and the clear profile of the cut that it 

can be a natural feature (e.g. associated with the formation (1115)), although this cannot currently 

be discounted. If it is artificial then, based on the stratigraphy, it seems likely that it is part of a 
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curved, possibly segmented or causewayed ditch dating to the early Neolithic or potentially even the 

Mesolithic. 

 

 

Figure 73: Photograph of the south end of the east trench wall of Tr1b showing the location of (1115) and surrounding 
contexts including ditch [1086] with fills (1137) and (1080) visible, buried soil layers (1021) and (1036), trample layer (1049), 
primary mound layer (1015) and mound layers (1027) and (1003) visible. Photo and annotation: Chris Fowler. 

Context (1087) 

A loose charcoal-rich black silty fill (5R 2.5/3) of a possible post hole or small pit in the south west 

corner of Tr1b. It was 14-18 cm in diameter and 15 cm deep. The fill contained occasional small 

pebbles and yielded no finds. 

Context [1088] 

The cut of a possible post hole or small pit in the south west corner of Tr1b. Circular in plan at top 

and bottom, the feature had vertical sides with an abrupt break of slope at top and bottom and a flat 

to bowl-shaped base. It was 14-18 cm in diameter and 15 cm deep 

Context (1089) 

In the northwest quadrant of Tr1c, off the edge of the ring cairn (1016) and (1018), was a triangular 

tumble or wash off the cairn material. The context consisted of a loose, orangey-brown 2.5/3YR, 

sandy silt with frequent rocks including quartz, Manx group, and Peel sandstone. The context 

covered a maximum area of 279cm north-south and 336cm east-west. There was an abundance of 

angular broken sandstone blocks towards the centre of the tumble – the shape of these rocks 

suggests they may have been broken up by the tumble process. 

(1115) 

(1003) 

(1137) 

(1027) (1140) 
(1015) 

(1021) 
(1036) 

(1080) 

[1086] 

(1049) 

(1045) 

[1086] 
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Figure 74: The ring cairn emerging in the north of Tr1c, with the tumble of the edge of the ring cairn beginning to show as a 
triangle of rock scatter. Image: Rachel Crellin 

Context (1090) 

This context consists of a line of stones spreading southwards from the northwest of trench 1C in a 

southerly direction. The context appears to be plough dragged ring cairn material from (1016). This 

appears to be a continuation of (1034) from Tr1a. The soil component of the context is a loose, dark 

grey-brown 7.5YR 3/2, silty sand with moderate inclusions of Manx Group slate. 

Context (1091) 

This context was a pair of curvilinear placements of stones forming brackets around the northern 

and southern edges of the burial pit [1072] (figure 76). The structure was only one or two courses 

thick. Each ‘bracket’ ran c. 1.5 m east to west and was c. 50 cm wide at its widest point. The stones 

were sub-angular and generally c. 15 cm by 20 cm, although two slabs near to the head of the burial 

were larger, more rectangular slate slabs (see figure 72). Most of the stones could potentially have 

been selected directly from the glacial deposit (1115) less than a metre SW of the pit, but some of 

the stones showed signs of use. In particular, one of those in the northern bracket, FN3702, had flat, 

polished facets at both ends and on at least one side (see Figure 105), and FN3699 in the southern 

bracket (on which the pelvis rested) showed cut marks and pounding depressions on its widest 

surface (Figure 108). The ‘brackets’ do not seem to have had any load-bearing structural function. 

They may have lined the grave prior to the placement of the body or could potentially have been set 

in place around the extent of the body. The material surrounding them was the same as the fill 

(1078), although there was a patch of more orange clayey sediment running between the two ends 

of the brackets to the west or foot end of the feature. 

(1089) 
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Figure 75: Drawing shows the base of the pit with the rock structure that framed the burial. Drawing 97, 1:10 scale, Drawn 
by Emily Banfield and Chris Fowler. 

 

Context (1092) 

Withdrawn 

Context (1093) 

This context was the partial remains of a human skeleton. The bone was in extremely poor 

condition; soft and wet when first uncovered it had to be excavated carefully and slowly and allowed 

to dry before bone elements were removed. In some cases the bone did not survive but dark sand 

stains could be observed in positions consistent with decayed bones. Portions of the 5th lumbar 

vertebra and the sacrum were found partly resting on one of the stones of (1091) – the stone 

bearing cut marks. Next to that, in a position indicating articulation, were the proximal parts of the 

left and right femur, with the left femur uppermost. The left femur head appears to be fused, 

suggesting that the individual was an adult. The size of the bones suggest a gracile adult. The left 

tibia lay in a position indicating the flexing of an articulated knee. The right tibia was visible as a 

stain, as were some of the bones of the left foot. Towards the east of the pit, and east of the jet 

beads, a dark circular stain may indicate the position once occupied by the cranium. Further dark 

staining in the middle of the feature may potential derive from the bones of an arm. Based on the 

positions of the surviving bones and staining it appears that a body was deposited in the base of the 

grave pit, lying on its right side with its head to the east. In this position the front of the torso and 

face of the individual would have been set as though looking northwards, out to sea and across 

towards Ireland. The skeletal remains have been block lifted for analysis in laboratory conditions.  

Context (1094)  
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This context is represented by small patches of mid dark brown sandy soil marbled with orange sand 

inclusions (2.5YR 3/3) pressed into the base of the cut [1071] of the large oval burial pit. These 

patches of soil seem to derive from activity in the base of the pit associated with digging the pit, 

placing the body (1093) and/or constructing the stone ‘brackets’ (1091). The soil material would be 

consistent with a mixture of the natural subsoil (1045) and the burial ancient topsoil (1021). The 

layer was most evident to the north side of the pit base between the wall of the pit and the stones of 

the northern bracket. 

Context (1095) 

This context is a tree throw in the southeast quadrant of Tr 1c with cut [1122]. It appeared as an 

amorphous black feature with diffuse edges that were hard to define cut into the natural, (1045). 

Excavation revealed a highly irregular shape. The fill was a loose sandy silt with some gravel 

inclusions, in the amin the soil was a dark black with some mottled orangey-brown inclusions. It is 

possible the tree throw disturbed a series of pits or was used as a form of pit. The pits are seemingly 

interconnected but partly disturbed producing a context that was very hard to excavate and 

understand. The context continues beyond the southern extent of Tr1c. Within the fill of the pit 

were frequent large sherds of Ronaldsway Late Neolithic pottery indicating the feature, at least in 

part, dates to that period.  

 

Figure 76: Half-sectioned Treethrow (1095) [1122] in the foreground of the image – note the mixed nature of the fill visible 
against the vertical section. Image: Michelle Gamble. 

Context (1096) 

This context is a slump of cairn material (1016, 1018) between kerb stones 5 and 6 in the northwest 

quadrant of Tr1c. This slump of material sits below (1013) and extends for 1.8m south of the 

kerbstones (1020). It becomes less dense and more diffuse with distance from the edge of the ring 

cairn (1016), (1018). The context consists of a loose, mid orangey-brown 7.5YR 4/4, sandy silt with 

frequent inclusions of quartz, Manx Group slates, and Peel sandstone. 

(1095) 

(1020) 

[1122] 

[1099] 

[1098] 
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Context (1097) 

Fill of posthole in the southeast quadrant of Tr1c, inside cut [1098]. The posthole is roughly circular 

and cuts in the natural (1045). The soil is a loose, dark blackish-brown silt 7.5YR 2/1, silt with 

occasional pebbles. The posthole had a maximum depth of 16cm and was 37cm east-west at the 

surface but narrowed to 8cm east-west at its concave base. The fill contained charcoal and a 

microlith. 

  

Figure 77: [1098] cut of posthole, with full (1097) in Tr1c during half sectioning.Image: Rachel Crellin 

Context [1098] 

Cut of posthole with fill (1097) in the southeast quadrant of Tr1c (see Figure 77). The sub-circular 

posthole had a maximum depth of 16cm and was 37cm east-west at the surface but narrowed to 

8cm east-west at its concave base. The sides of the posthole sloped more gently at about 45degrees 

on the east side and more steeply at about 70degrees on the west side. 

Context [1099] 

Cut of a posthole in the east of Tr1c, with fill (1100). The posthole was cut into the natural (1045) 

and had an irregular sub-ovoid shape with a width of 31cm, a length of 64cm and a maximum depth 

of 24cm. The sides of the posthole were near vertical with a flat base. A modern wooden post – 

possibly from the grid laid out in 2017, or from farming, had been inserted into the top of the pit: 

this produced a slight undercut when it was removed. 

(1097) 

[1098] 

(1097) 
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Figure 78: Half section of [1099] with (1100) visible to the right of the image. Posthole is cut into natural (1045). Image: CH. 

Context (1100) 

Fill of posthole with cut [1099] in the east of Tr1c. The posthole was cut into the natural (1045). The 

fill was moderately loose sandy silt with a brown 7.5YR 4/4 colour. There were relatively frequent 

(c.40%) small pebbles in the fill. A modern wooden post – possibly from the grid laid out in 2017, or 

from farming, had been inserted into the top of the pit: this produced a slight undercut when it was 

removed. 

Context (1101) 

This context appears to be the result of drag off the ring cairn material (1016) and (1018) in Tr1e. In 

Tr1e there was a notable gap in the ring cairn material about c. 40cm N-W, downslope of this was a 

spread of stones that makes up this context. The context consisted of densely packed Manx Group 

and quartz stones with loose, dark-reddish brown 5YR 3/5, silty sand soil between them. The context 

had an E-W extent of 134cm and a N-S extent of 56cm. The context was surrounded by (1013) in all 

directions. 

[1099] 

(1100) 
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Figure 79: Tr1e – the cairn (1016) and (1018) is in the top of the image with a notable  gap visible and labelled and context 
(1101) interpreted as drag off the cairn material in the foreground. Image: Amber Roy 

Context (1102) 

In the northeast quadrant of Tr1c was an amorphous pit that extends beyond the baulk to the north 

and east. This context is the fill of that pit which has the cut number [1103] and was cut into the 

natural (1045). The context has an excavated extent of 65cm E-W, 69cm N-S and 99cm NW-SE with a 

maximum depth of 18cm. The fill was a loose, mid brown 7.5YR 3/4, sandy silt with moderate 

inclusion of small stones. 

 

Figure 80: Left: (1102) as a triangular spread in the corner of Tr1c before excavation.Right: [1103] following excavation. 
Image: Taran Spivey 

 

(1101) 

Gap 
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Context [1103] 

In the northeast quadrant of Tr1c was an amorphous pit that extends beyond the baulk to the north 

and east. This context is the cut of that pit which contained the fill (1002) and was cut into the 

natural (1045). The context has an excavated extent of 65cm E-W, 69cm N-S and 99cm NW-SE with a 

maximum depth of 18cm. The true slope edges that were excavated had a 45degree slope which 

came down to an undulated and uneven base. 

Context (1104) 

In Tr1c and 1d this context lay under the top layer of cairn material (1016) and (1018). It is a more 

compact layer of smaller and more angular stones with a lower percentage of quartz content. This 

context represents the rocks within that layer. These were well compacted and consisted of small-

medium, 10-15cm angular blocks primarily of Manx group slate but with occasional quartz blocks. 

The ring cairn remained, on average, 1m wide and covered a sweep of about 4m in both Tr1c and 1d. 

In some ways this context may be the same event as (1016) but the more angular, smaller and 

compact nature of the stones makes them notably different from (1016) though that difference may 

be primarily due to differential weathering. 

 

Figure 81: Tr1D second layer of cairn material (1104) and (1105) following the removal of (1016) and (1018). Image: Rachel 
Crellin. 

Context (1105) 

In Tr1c and 1d this context lay under the top layer of cairn material (1016) and (1018). It is a more 

compact layer of smaller and more angular stones with a lower percentage of quartz content. This 

context represents the soil between the rocks within that layer. The soil was loose, mid orangey-

brown 5YR 4/4, sandy slit with small pebbles as well as the larger blocks of (1104). The ring cairn 

remained, on average, 1m wide and covered a sweep of about 4m in both Tr1c and 1d. In some ways 

this context may be the same event as (1016) and (1018) but the more angular, smaller and compact 

nature of the stones, as well as the loamier and finer soil makes them notably different from (1016) 

though that difference may be primarily due to differential weathering. 
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Figure 82: Tr1c following the removal of all the cairn material. Image: Michelle Gamble.  

Context (1106) 

This context is the fill of a small, roughly circular pit in the southwest quadrant of Tr1D, within cut 

[1114]. The soil is darker than the surrounding natural (1045). This fill is sat within the cut [1114] and 

is a loose, mid dusty-brown, 7.5YR 3/3, silt. The pit had an E-W length of 60cm and a N-S width of 

35cm and a maximum depth of 14cm. This small pit contained some sherds of pottery, flint and 

charcoal as well as some small rocks. To the NE the pit is extended by a second cut [1120] with fill 

(1119). 

Context (1107) 

This context is the fill of a small, sub-ovoid, shallow posthole with a gently sloping sides in Tr1E to 

the east of the ring cairn material (1016) (1018); cut [1108]. The fill was a loose, dark reddish-brown 

5YR 3/3 silt with moderate, medium stones. The posthole was 21cm by 25cm with a maximum depth 

of about 7cm. No finds were made within the posthole. This posthole was cut into (1013). 

Context [1108] 

This context is the cut of a small sub-ovoid, shallow posthole in Tr1e to the east of the ring cairn 

material (1016) and (1018); fill (1107). The posthole was 21cm by 25cm with a maximum depth of 

about 7cm. No finds were made within the posthole. This posthole was cut into (1013). 
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Figure 83: [1108] – in the left image following excavation; in the right image the position of the posthole following 
excavation. Image: Nick Skinner 

Context (1109)  

This context represents a relatively consistent layer of stones dragged from the cairn (1016) (1018) 

in Tr1D. This is a scatter of cobbles to the south of the cairn which covers most of the trench and 

likely formed through the erosion of the top layer of the cairn. The soil surrounding the cobbles is 

the same as (1013) and some of the cobbles are sat on top of (1045) but surrounded by (1013). The 

cobbles are a mix of grey slate with white quartz and red Peel sandstone and are around 10-15cm in 

length with additional smaller pebbles. The soil surrounding them is a silty sand with an orangey-

brown colour 2.5YR 3/4. 

 

Figure 84: (1109) a relatively consistent stoney spread off the mound in Tr1D. Image: Michelle Gamble. 
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Context (1110) 

This is the fill of a small irregularly shaped pit or possible posthole in the SE quadrant of Tr1d with 

the cut [1113]. The fill is a loose dark blackish-brown 10YR 4/6, sandy silt with frequent stones as 

well as a sherd of pottery and one piece of flint. The context is 55cm E-W by 38cm N-S with a depth 

of 25cm.  

 

Figure 85: (1110) and [1113]. Left image shows [1113] half sectioned with remaining (1110) to be removed in right of 
image. Right image shows the completed excavation revealling the irregular shape. Image: Image: CH. 

Context (1111) 

This context is a brown sandy-silt around the large red sandstone blocks in the NE corner of TR1d. 

This context was unexcavated in 2019 due to time constraints (see Figure 96). 

Context (1112)  

This is the fill of the upright pottery vessel FN3154 in the middle of the northernmost extent of Tr1d 

(requiring a slight extension). The pottery vessel has been crushed and contains the cremation 

(1136). The fill is a mix of very loose, mid greyish brown, silty soil and frequent cobbles of quartz and 

slate of around 10-15cm in length. The pottery vessel itself contains an area of around 40 by 30cm (it 

was round originally but has been crushed) and a depth of 25cm. It appears that the vessel was 

intentionally filled with rocks. The pottery vessel itself shows signs of crushing and collapse from 

both within and without. It appears that the ring cairn material (1016) (1018) was cut into to dig a 

hole for the vessel, the vessel was inserted, filled with the cremation (1136) and then (1112). 

[1113] 

(1110) 

(1045) 

(1045) [1113] 
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Figure 86: Fn3154 under excavation, showing fill (1112). Upper image shows the pot emerging and disappearing into the 
secont. Lower image shows the extension necessary to catch the whole rim. Image: Michelle Gamble. 

Context [1113] 

This is the cut of a small irregularly shaped pit or possible posthole in the SE quadrant of Tr1d with 

the fill (1110). The cut is sub-circular and irregular with a NS length of 85cm and an EW width of 

38cm and a maximum depth of 25cm. During excavating it was suggested to be stone lined however 



77 
 

complete excavation realised that this was not the case as the context extended further to the north 

than the excavator had originally realised. 

Context [1114] 

In the SW quadrant of Tr1d is a pit cut which contained the fill (1106). The pit is roughly circular in 

shape with relatively shallow, 45 degree sloping, edges, a circular base, is about 42cm by 40cm in 

diameter and a maximum depth of 17cm. It is cut into the natural (1045). This cut feature abuts a 

second cut feature [1120] with fill (1119). The excavator felt the contexts were significantly different 

that his was not one cut feature but two that abutted. 

 

 

Figure 87: Cut feature [1114] with fill (1106) in half section above. Below, [1114] abutting [1120] following excavation. 
White lines indicate rough location of the cut features. 

Context (1115) 

Only partially uncovered in the far south-western corner of Tr1b, this context is a mound of densely 

packed angular to sub-angular stones about 60% of which are slate and another 40% quartz, with a 

[1114] 

[1120] 

(1106) 

(1045) 
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strong orange sediment compacted between them (10YR 5/6 yellowish brown). The layer reached 

30cm in height at the corner of the trench, tallying with a reduced thickness of (1021) in that area, 

although we did not excavate through the entire context. The excavated portion was completely 

sterile of finds or charcoal, and very compact. It was examined in situ by Dr Lee Daniels, who has 

been assessing the geology of surrounding fields using test pits. He considered it to be a natural 

glacial deposit. It is stratigraphically earlier than all of the other features on site (bar (1045) with 

which is it probably contiguous), and may have formed a hard natural node at the highest point of 

the hill. It is unclear whether it was visible at the time that the burial and primary mound were 

situated here but (1021) runs above it in the south and east section walls to Tr1b (see Figure 73). 

 Context (1116) 

This thin layer of friable mottled dark brown and orange sand (2.5YR 3/3) filled an amorphous 

hollow within the glacial till (1045) that was banana-shaped in plan and ran around the lower edges 

of (1115) in the south-east corner of Tr1b. At most the fill was around 10cm thick and around 11cm 

wide. It contained some small flecks of charcoal but no artefacts. It is tentatively interpreted as a 

natural feature associated with the dense stoney mound of (1115). 

Context [1117] 

This context is the ‘cut’ from removing a stone from its socket. In the NW quadrant of Tr1d there is a 

sub-circular gap on the outer edge of the ring cairn material (1016) (1018), about 80cm x 40cm in 

width. This ‘cut’ slopes gently on the north side but is much steeper on the east and west and has 

the outline shape of a bathtub. This appears to be the hole created by the removal of a missing 

stone from the discontinuous kerb (1020). The stone appears to have been levered out from north 

to south leaving the ‘cut’ into which cairn material including (1016) and (1104) then slumped to 

create context (1118). 

 

Figure 88: Trench 1D, showing the outline of the ‘cut‘ [1117] interpreted as the sockety that a kerb stone has been removed 
from, with fill (1018). Image: Michelle Gamble 

[1117] 

(1020) 

(1016) 

(1013) 
(1018) 

(1115) 

(1003) 

(1137) 

(1027) 
(1140) 

(1015) 

(1021) 
(1036) 

(1080) 

[1086] 

(1049) 

(1045) 

[1086] 
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Context (1118) 

This context is the fill of a ‘cut’ from removing a stone from its socket. In the NW quadrant of Tr1d 

there is a sub-circular gap on the outer edge of the ring cairn material (1016) (1018), about 80cm x 

40cm in width. This ‘cut’ slopes gently on the north side but is much steeper on the east and west 

and has the outline shape of a bathtub. This appears to be the hole created by the removal of a 

missing stone from the discontinuous kerb (1020). The stone appears to have been levered out from 

north to south leaving the ‘cut’ into which cairn material including (1016) and (1104) then slumped 

to create context (1118). 

Context (1119) 

In the SW quadrant of Tr1d is a possible cut pit or posthole [1120] containing this context. This was a 

loose, dark blackish-brown 7.5YR 2/1, sandy silt containing some unidentifiable and very small 

fragments of cremated bone as well as flint flakes. The context was 18cm N-W and 24cm N-S with a 

depth of c.21cm. This context is abutted by a second cut feature [1114] with the fill (1006). The 

excavator felt these were distinct. 

Context [1120] 

In the SW quadrant of Tr1d is a possible cut pit or posthole [1120] containing the fill (1119. The 

context was 18cm N-W and 24cm N-S with a depth of c.21cm. The cut is sub-circular with vertical 

sides and an oval base giving an overall U-shaped profile.  This context is abutted by a second cut 

feature [1114] with the fill (1006). The excavator felt these were distinct. 

Context (1121) 

In Tr1c and 1d off the edge of the ring cairn (1016) (1018) and kerb (1020) there was a very compact 

clayey deposit. This deposit was light orangey-brown 10YR 4/6, sandy silt but with clay elements. 

The area covers around 1m by 8m in area and is between 10-5cm thick and becomes thinner as it 

moves away from the kerb. The layer was compacted and had a very different texture to the 

surrounding context (1045) which it appears to be sat on top of though its edges were diffuse. This 

context is interpreted as a compacted layer from either foot trample during the construction of the 

mound or from foot trample of run-off by people around the edge of the mound once it was 

constructed. The context was so compact that it had almost concrete feel to dig through. 

Context [1122] 

In the SE quadrant of Tr1c there was a large dark amorphous feature (1095) that is interpreted as a 

tree throw. This context is the irregular cut of that tree throw that cuts into (1045). It is possible that 

the tree throw intersects with a series of pits, or that the three throw was effectively used as a pit 

into which the fill (1095) was inserted. The presence of Ronaldsway Late Neolithic pottery within the 

fill indicates this context may date to that period. 
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Figure 89: Tree throw [1122] following excavation. Image: Tom Lyons.  

Context (1123) 

The upper fill of pit [1138] - which is either a posthole or a feature used to bury an earthfast 

Ronaldsway jar - this context was a shallow bowl 50 cms deep and slightly u-shaped in profile, and c. 

50 cms in diameter. This fill is a brown sand (7.5YR 4/4) with small stones and flecks of charcoal. The 

fill contained at least eight stones packed closely together, which may have been packing around a 

post or around the top of an earthfast jar (1127). The upper fill contained around 50 fragments of 

thick-walled coarse pottery consistent with later Neolithic Ronaldsway pottery including one large 

rim sherd decorated with circular stab impressions. The feature was only excavated in half section – 

the remaining half being within the trench wall to Tr1b in the baulk separating it from Tr1d. 

[1122] 

(1045) 

[1098] 
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Figure 90: Feature with cut [1138] and yielding significant amounts of Ronaldsway jar pottery. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

 

Context (1124) 

This context is in Tr1C and appears to extend into Tr1e. It consists of a layer of small quartz and 

rounded cobbles covered by (1003) (see Figure 91, Figure 92 and 93). In Tr1e it extends over 84 by 

32 cm and is 11cm deep, in Tr1c it extends over 80 by 47cm and is 10cm deep. This context was hard 

to interpret but it perhaps best considered to be a part of (1003) as a dump of rocks within the make 

up of the layer. It may connect to (1135). 

(1003) 

(1027) 

(1015) 
(1049) 

(1021) 

(1023) 

(1027) 

(1130) 
[1138] 
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Figure 91: Photograph looking south across 1D showing the spread of cobbles (1124) emerging within (1003). Note this was 
fully below (1016)/(1018) and was covered by soil (1003). Image: Rachel Crellin. 

 

Figure 92: Photograph looking south across 1D showing the spread of cobbles (1124) emerging within (1003). 

 

(1124) 

(1020) 

(1003) 

(1126) 

(1124) 

(1003) 

(1020) 
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Figure 93: East facing section in TR1C. Showing the difference between (1016/1018) and (1104/1105) and the lower layer of cobbling (1124). 

 

 

 

(1003) 

(1124) 

(1001) 

(1013) 

(1020) 

(1016/1018) 

(1104/1105) 
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Context (1125) 

This context number was allocated to the interface between 1123 and 1130, originally interpreted as 

a recut. It does not appear that the feature was recut. 

Context (1126)  

This context was taken out as the suspected fill of a cut feature on the NE quadrant of TR1C as the 

soil was a little lighter than the surrounding (1027). This lighter soil covered an area of 80cm N-S by 

60cm E-W with a depth of 10cm. The suspected feature was half sectioned by RJC (Drawing #127) as 

the shape and presence of the slate made us wonder if it were an additional burial however the half 

sectioning revealed unclear diffuse edges except one up against an upright slate. Complete 

excavation revealed the soil to be sat over the cobbled layer (1124). The most likely interpretation is 

that this is a part of (1003) but had a different appearance because there are rocks beneath it (1124) 

and because of the amorphous nature of (1003). 

Context (1127) 

A collection of at least eight flat stones, 10-15 cm across which have slumped into fill (1123) with 

their flat sides at steep angles, and form an interface with lower fill (1130). These could have been 

used as packing stones for a post or could have sat on top or around the top of a pit holding an 

Ronaldsway Earthfast Jar. Since only around half of the context has been excavated the number of 

these stones is likely to be larger (see Figure 90). 

Context (1128) 

Within the ring cairn material (1016) (1018) in Tr1D a small cremation deposit was discovered. The 

stones of the cairn had been removed to create a small hole [1129] 30 by 20cm and 12cm deep into 

which the cremation was inserted. The discrete nature of the deposit suggests that an organic 

contained was placed within the small hole to contain the cremation. A layer of small pebbles was 

beneath the bottom similar to those found in association with (1026) (1027). The soil around the 

bones was a loose, mid-reddish-brown 10YR 3/4, sandy silt with some small 3-5cm pebbles. The 

bones were burned calcined white with several large fragments still present including a femoral 

head, ulna shaft, right and left petrous portions. The bones were densely packed together, again, 

suggesting an organic container. The soil was also retained during the excavation for sieving and 

post-excavation analyses. 

 

Figure 94: Cremation (1128) within the ring cairn material (1016) and (1018) in Tr1D. Both photographs were taken looking 
north. Image: Michelle Gamble. 

Context [1129] 
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This context is the ‘cut’ that contains the cremated remains (1128) within the ring cairn material 

(1016) (1018) in Tr1D that was discovered by Judy. This context is not a true ‘cut’, rather cairn stones 

have been removed to create a small hole into which the remains could be placed. The hole is 30 by 

20cm in length with a maximum depth of 12cm. The ‘cut’ is roughly circular with gently sloped sides 

and a rounded base. 

 

Figure 95: [1129] that contained the cremation (1128) – this is not a true cut but rather cairn stones have been removed to 
place the cremation within the cairn. Image: Michelle Gamble. 

Context (1130) 

This context is the lowest fill of cut [1138] which is either a posthole or a feature used to bury an 

earthfast Ronaldsway jar. This fill is a loose light brown sandy silt (7.5YR 3/4) with small to medium 

stones. The fill contained 12 fragments of thick-walled coarse pottery consistent with later Neolithic 

Ronaldsway pottery. The feature was only excavated in half section – the remaining half being within 

the trench wall to Tr1b in the baulk separating it from Tr1d (see Figure 90).  

Context (1131) 

In Tr1c, specifically around the kerbstones (1020) are small patches of compacted firm deposits. 

These are all located on the outside edge of the kerbstones and appear to be slightly concreted. The 

soil itself is a light orangey-brown clay silt with many small stone pebbles c.1-2cm. The deposit is not 

continuous but appears to be a series of patches of the same composition. This deposit may have 

originally been more extensive and may have been only partially preserved. This context is on top of 

(1045). 

Context (1132) 

This context is two large stones in the NE corner of Tr1D. The northern stone is slate and leans 

southwards, the southern stone is a friable red Peel sandstone which leans to the south. This feature 

was unexcavated in 2019 due to time constraints. 
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Figure 96: Two stones forming (1132) with fill (1111). Unexcavated in 2019. Image: Michelle Gamble. 

Context (1133) 

A loose grey-black silty fill of a possible post hole or small pit in Tr1b near to the ditch segment 

[1086] and the natural glacial mound (1115). The fill included occasional small pebbles and flecks of 

charcoal. It was 20cm in diameter and 18.5 cm deep. The feature yielded no finds. 

Context [1134]  

The cut of a possible post hole or small pit in Tr1b near to the ditch segment [1086] and the natural 

glacial mound (1115). Circular in plan at top and bottom, the feature had vertical sides with an 

abrupt break of slope at top and bottom and a flat to bowl-shaped base. It was 20cm in diameter 

and 18.5 cm deep. 

Context (1135) 

This context is almost certainly the same as (1124) in Tr1D but was taken out as a separate number 

in the event that the section reveals they are not the same.  

The context is a layer of cobbles, below (1016)/(1018), (1104)/(1105) and the below the top extent 

of (1003) that are tightly laid and dense. The soil between the cobbles is a loose sandy silt and a light 

orangey-brown in colour. The context contains frequent stones between 7-15cm in length. This 

could simply be a layer within (1003) in some parts of the mound, a layer below (1003) or it could be 

a kind of earlier ring cairn that covered only a small area of the mound as this was not found in Tr1A 

or 1B. The ring of rocks is narrower than the ring cairn (1016) (1018). Further excavation will clarify 

this. 

An alternative to the suggestion that this is a layer within the second phase of the mound (1003) is 

that this layer relates to the insertion of (1132). A further alternative is that this layer is actually 

better understood as part of the first phase of mound construction. At present, without further 

excavation, it is not possible to confirm or refute this. 

(1132) 

(1132) 

(1111) 

FN3154 
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Figure 97: Sondage in Trench 1D – to the left you can see the large sandstone block (1132).. To the right you can see the 
ring cairn material (1016/1018) sat on top of the second phase of mound countruction (1003) and below that the layer of 
cobbles (1135). 

Context (1136) 

This content is the cremation deposit within FN3154 underneath the fill (1112). The vessel FN3154 is 

40cm N-S by 35cm E-W to a max depth of 25cm. The soil around the cremation was very loose with 

smaller bone fragments towards the top of the deposit and more compact and larger fragments 

towards the base. The soil between the cremated bone fragments was an orangey-greyish brown 

sandy silt. The cremation was dug in spits c.5cm and was very dense with bone, particularly towards 

the base. Some of the larger fragments connect (they were presumably crushed by the weight of the 

rocks in the fill (1112) above) and they were bagged together to allow better analysis in post-

excavation. Based on the diagnostic pieces noted during excavation there is at least 1 adult 

individual present with a piece of mandible with a third molar socket. The cremation was likely 

placed within an organic bag within the pottery or placed with a little soil in situ and then the stones 

as (1112) placed on top. 

(1132) 

(1016/1018) 

(1003) 

(1135) 

(1104/1105) 
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Figure 98: Cremation (1136) within FN3154 during excavation. Image: Rachel Crellin. 

Context (1137) 

This context formed the lowest fill of the curved ditch segment [1086] (see Figure 73). It consisted of 

a firm reddish brown medium sand (7.5YR 4/6) with 60% gravel and 20% small to medium stones – 

material quite similar to the underlying geology (1045) into which the ditch was cut. Its maximum 

depth was 20cm, at the deepest part of the ditch segment near to the terminal. It contained no finds 

and only a few small chunks of charcoal. 

Context [1138] 

This context is a steep-sided cut, 92 cm deep and u-shaped but also slightly conical in profile, with an 

abrupt break of slope at the top and a bowl-like base (see Figure 90). It is circular in plan, c. 110 cm 

in diameter at the top and 45 cm at the base. It appears to be a large post-hole or a pit cut to 

contain an earthfast or Ronaldsway Jar. As the fills contained substantial amounts of Ronwaldsway 

pottery it is possible that this did reive from an earthfast vessel which was later fragmented and 

partially removed from the feature. This may have happened due to some truncation of the feature 

and the surrounding land surface (1021) into which it was cut. The feature was only excavated in half 

section – the remaining half being within the trench wall to Tr1b in the baulk separating it from Tr1d. 

It is deeper than several otherwise fairly similar features seen in the south of Tr1a (extension) in 

2018. 

Context (1139) 

This context is the cut into which FN3154, a large upright ceramic vessel, was placed. The vessel 

contained the cremation (1136) and the stoney fill (1112). The cut is cut into the top layer of the 

mound (1003) and the ring cairn material (1016)(1018). To the south the cut is defined by cobbles of 

c.10-15cm of quartz and slate. The north, east, and west sides are step and are defined with soil and 

have impressions of the pot into the soil surface. The cut has an overall shallow, sub-circular form 

with a rounded base and is 64cm at the maximum and 49 cm at the minimum with a depth of 35cm. 

The vessel and the cut are about 5-8cm north of (1132). 
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Figure 99: [1139] following the removal of FBN3154 – to the south (lower and left of the image) the cut is defined by 
cobbles, where as the north-east (upper and right) the cut is more clearly defined as an edge in the soil. Image: Rachel 
Crellin 

Context (1140)  

This context appears to be part of the primary mound layer (1015) but the composition of the soil is 

different. It is localised in the south-west corner of Tr1b, in the area of the 2019 Tr1b extension (see 

Figure 73). It comprises a firm to soft light olive brown silty sand (10YR 5/3) no more than 13 cms 

thick. Its width and length cannot be determined since it runs beyond the extent of the trench, but it 

is at least 2m 40 cm north to south as observed in the trench wall. Where it intersects with (1015) it 

appears to lie underneath it for 50cms. Excavation outside the south and west of the trench may 

help determine whether this is a discrete feature or just a variation in mound material. 

 

Context (1141) 

This deposit is underneath (1124) in Tr1c and (1135) in Tr1d. It appeared as a pebbly and gravelly 

layer of dark brown soil with some larger cobbles present (see Figure 100). This may be 

stratigraphically similar to (1027) but it was not excavated in 2019 and requires further exploration. 

[1139] 

(1016) 
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Figure 100: Trench 1D at the end of the season showing the gravelly content (1141). 

Context (1142)  

This context is a sandy silty fill of a pit within the tree throw (1095) [1112]. The fill was a loose, dark 

greyish black-brown mottled with charcoal; it contained occasional stones found in concentrations 

against the west side of the pit. The fill covered an areas of approximates 60 by 60 cm and 35cm 

deep. The fill was darker and more homogenous than the surrounding (1095). The northern part of 

the cut [1143] was vertical and very clearly cut through the surrounding yellow sand. This context 

perhaps suggests that the tree throw disturbed pre-existing pits. 

Context [1143] 

This cut contained the fill (1142). It was within and below (1095) and [1112]. The cut was sub-oval 

and 60 by 60cm and about 35cm in depth. The sides of the cut are steep and convincing to the north 

but less clear elsewhere, the base of the cut is relatively flat. This context perhaps suggests that the 

tree throw disturbed pre-existing pits. 

  

(1141) 

(1020) 

(1016/1018) 

(1045) 

(1132) [1139] 
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Matrix  
A provisional site matrix has been constructed from the excavation in 2017, 2018 and 2019.  
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Finds Summary 
A total of 2809 finds were made during the excavation this year, in addition to the 4396 finds made 

in 2017 and 2018: this gives a total of 7205 finds. This finds summary discusses only those finds not 

already reported on in the 2017 and 2018 interim reports. 

In 2019 2717 of these finds are associated with a context and 92 are non-contextualised finds 

(primarily found on the spoil heap). Finds from (1001), the top soil, were not given precise locations 

using the total station as the effect of ploughing meant that location data was unlikely to be useful. 

The majority of finds from (1002), the sub-soil, were also not given locational data for the same 

reason – the exception was for fragments of burnt bone and prehistoric pottery. All other finds, from 

other contexts, were given locational data using the total station. 

At this stage in the post-excavation process all identifications are provisional since they were made 

in the field. Further post-excavation work by finds specialists will be needed in due course.). Table 2 

below details the overall results of the provisional identifications given to finds from the site.  

Find type 2019 Count 

Burnt bone 149 

Animal bone 1 

Skeletal remains 1 

Flint 1993 

Prehistoric pottery 432 

Charcoal 71 

Jet (or similar) beads 124 

Worked stone 18 

Charred seeds 2 

Hazelnut shell 4 

Glass (modern) 2 

Iron nails 1 

Modern ceramic 10 

Modern cast metal 1 

Total Finds 2809 

Table 2: Overall distribution of finds by type from the 2019 excavation. 

Flint 

Once again this year we recovered a very large amount of flint on site (1993 pieces). As in 2017 and 

2018 all the flint that was found on site – whether worked or not – was retained given the absence 

of naturally occurring flint on the island (Crellin and Fowler, 2017; 2018). Much of the worked flint is 

undiagnostic but provisional in-field identifications have identified at least 16 scrapers, 50microliths, 

1 arrowhead, 167 burnt blades, and 85 flakes. At least 2 cores were identified indicative of the 

knapping occurring at the site. 167 burnt flint pieces were recovered in 2019 (c. 6% of the flint 

assemblage). 

The standout flint finds from this season were as follows. The oval burial pit yielded a few small flint 

blades from (1078), most notably a bladed end scraper and a serrated blade (see Figure 101). 
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Figure 101: Flint tools from the central burial pit, in fill (1078) – bladed end-scraper FN3285 (left); serrated blade FN3436 
(right) 

 Further flint tools were found in mound layers, including scraper FN3803 from (1003) (see Figure 

102), and FN4383 a flake probably used as a blade and/or borer from the pre-mound soil horizon 

(1021) (see Figure 103). 

 

Figure 102: Obverse and reverse of scraper FN3803 from mound layer (1003). 
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Figure 103: flint flake FN4383, possibly used as a blade and/or borer, from (1021). 

 

Figure 104: Kite-shaped flint arrowhead FN3949 found sitting on layer (1045) in Tr1D. 

The flint assemblage from 2019 re-enforces the data from 2017 and 2018. There is evidence of 

Mesolithic, Neolithic and -Early Bronze Age flint use from the site. The large amount of flintwork 

uncovered is indicative of significant activity at the site, particularly in the Early Bronze Age. 

Worked stone 

Eighteen new worked stone finds were made in 2019. A particularly interesting collection of four 

coarse stone artefacts was recovered from the bracket of stones (1091) that surrounded the 

inhumation burial in the central grave pit [1071] (see  Figure 75). From the north side of the grave, 

FN3702 is a coarse piece of stone which can be held in one hand and which exhibits at least four 

flattened surfaces (Figure 106). It appears that the stone has been used to grind another material 

against a flat stone surface. It is not possible at present to determine whether this related to the 

grinding of foodstuffs, pigments, or was used in crafting or maintaining other artefacts. Next to this 

stone, FN3637 was a small, thin pebble with flattened ends, again possibly due to rubbing the end of 

the stone on a hard, flat surface. FN3701 is a large, flat sandstone slab which was smeared with 

clayey sediment (Figure 107). It has rough and uneven surfaces which give way to a large bowl-

shaped depression in the upper surface. It may perhaps have been half of a quernstone which was 

broken prior to deposition. On the south side of the grave, FN3699 was recovered from directly 

underneath the pelvis of the inhumation. It is a small stone slab which exhibits cut marks and 

depressions from pounding on its flat surfaces (Figure 108). Another small fragment of the same 

stone material sat on top of FN3699 and has been retained for analysis (FN3700). The coarse stone 
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assemblage will be analysed during the post-excavation phase to detect any striations and other 

marks from the use of these objects. It seems likely that these form a set of stones that had been 

used in other activities prior to their selection for inclusion in the burial. It is possible some 

association was drawn between the burial of the deceased individual and food processing and food 

production, though this requires thorough post-excavation assessment of the assemblage. 

 

  

Figure 105: FN3702 - Stone with at least four flattened surfaces. Flattened surfaces highlighted. Lower photos: Chris Fowler. 
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Figure 106: FN3701 – Flat sandstone slab with clay coating and a bowl-shaped depression, possibly from use as a 
quernstone 

 

 

Figure 107: FN3699 – Coarse stone slab with cut marks, recovered from underneath the pelvis of the inhumation in grave 
[1071]. Photo above: Chris Fowler. 
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The burial pit was not the only feature to yield coarse stone tools. To stone finds from previous years 

can be added FN4137 (see Figure 108), from mound layer (1027). This is a small, very rounded 

pebble with numerous pits which suggest it may have been used as a hammerstone. FN4507 may 

have been used as a quernstone or a surface for rubbing and grinding other materials (see Figure 

109); it was found among other stones in mound layer (1124) in Tr1c. 

 

Figure 108: FN4137 hammerstone. 

  

Figure 109: FN4507 possible quernstone or grinding platform 
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Beads in jet or jet-like materials   

Jet beads from crescentic spacer plate necklace and possible bracelet 

An assemblage of 122 beads made from jet or a jet-like material were recovered from the lower 

extent of fill (1078) in the large oval grave pit covered by the primary mound (FN 2923, see Figures 

Figure 69, Figure 70, Figure 71, Figure 72, Figure 110, Figure 111, Figure 112 and Figure 113). The 

vast majority of the beads – probably in excess of 100 - were probably strung as a crescentic spacer 

plate necklace. These include the fastener, two terminal plates, four spacer plates, and at least 102 

barrel-shaped (or fusiliform) beads. The remaining beads, including two small terminal plates and 

further barrel-shaped beads, may also be part of that necklace but may alternatively have been 

strung as a bracelet. Some of the barrel-shaped beads have on heavily flattened side. 

 

Figure 110: Upper course of beads during excavation. The fastener lies near the top of the image, the left hand terminal 
place lies face-down centre top, and one of the left side spacer plates lies below that. One of the putative bracelet 
terminals lie front centre. The beads are kept wet to prevent cracking. 
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Figure 111: Emily Banfield numbering each bead and recording its position in a scale drawing. Three layers of beads were 
recorded in this way. Photo: Chris Fowler. 

As noted above, two spacer plates and a terminal plate, as well as 8 barrel-shaped beads, were 

found resting close to a large flat slab at the end of the 2018 season (figures 70 & 71). The remainder 

were located during excavation in 2019, recorded in situ and allocated an individual number to allow 

for the future reconstruction of the necklace and possible bracelet. The necklace and possible 

bracelet seem to have been worn on around the neck and possibly wrist of the body that was placed 

within the grave. 
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Figure 112: 109 of the beads from FN 2923 arranged to reconstruct the possible form of the necklace. The beads in this 
image are not situated using the drawings recording the positions of numbered beads – that will follow conservation 
(Image: Manx National Heritage). 

The fastener is an isosceles triangle with a single hole bored through the faces half away along the 

longest side. The terminal spacer plates each have a smooth inner face (underside) and a decorated 

outer face. The decoration is executed as rows of small circles bored into the surface. There are four 

inverted v-shaped decorative elements, each comprising groups of bored dots at least three dots 

wide; the space to the interior of the fourth, and largest, of the inverted ‘v’s is decorated with a 

triangle composed of rows of dots. Diamond, triangle and lozenge arrangements of dots are 

common among these necklaces, but the inverted v-shaped motif used in these terminal plates is 

very unusual (Sheridan, pers. comm.). The narrow end of each terminal plate is flattened and 

exhibits a single hole where the string connected the spacer plate with the fastener, or a loop to tie 

with the fastener. The underside of the beads exhibit four bore-holes near the lower end of the 

plate. This would have been used to string the lower portions of the necklace to the spacer plate and 

would have held each of the four strings in place with a small terminal knot which would be hidden 

to viewers by the spacer plate. The end of each terminal plate is bored from these holes through to 

four exit holes in the wide end of the spacer, through which the strings would be threaded between 

here and the next spacer plate (Figure 114). 
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Figure 113: The reverse face of the left-hand terminal bead showing one drill-hole at the terminal end and four drill-holes 
near the distal end. Photo: MNH. 

The smaller spacer plates have two curved outer edges and perforations roughly evenly spaced 

along the narrower edge. The exterior face is bored with shallow, small dots which are arranged in 

groups to form three opposed triangular areas of infill which leave an unmarked diamond-shaped 

blank space in between. There are two sets of this motif arrangement, one at either side of the 

exterior face, with a strip of undecorated space left between the two. The decoration is more widely 

spaced out on the outside of the crescent than the inside, with wider diamonds between the dotted 

areas. There are four holes bored in the top end of each spacer plate and five in the bottom end: it is 

likely that one of the bore-holes running through the plate bifurcates half way through the breadth 

of the plate. 

The larger spacer plates have two curved outer edges and perforations roughly evenly spaced along 

the longer edge. The exterior (outer) face is bored with shallow, small dots which are arranged in 

groups to form four opposed triangular areas of infill which leave an unmarked diamond-shaped 

blank space in between. There are three sets of this motif arrangement, one at either side of the 

exterior face and one in the middle, with an undecorated margin between each. The decoration is 

more widely spaced out on the outside of the crescent than the inside, with the outermost set of 

motifs including an extra unmarked diamond compared with the inner two (five rather than four 

diamonds). There are five string holes bored in the top end of the plate and seven in the lower end. 

It is likely that two of the bored holes bifurcate within the plate; this can be evaluated using x-ray 

imagery. 

The number of bore-holes in the top and bottom of each spacer plate has been used to calculate the 

number of rows in which the beads were strung (see Figure 113): 4 between the terminal and upper 

space, 5 between the upper and lower spacers, and seven in the main arc of the crescent between 

the two lower spacers.  The arrangement of the Berk Farm necklace is typical of crescentic spacer 

plate necklaces which usually have 7 or 8 strands of beads in the lowest portion of the necklace 
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narrowing to 5 strings between the spacer plates at each side and four between the smaller spacer 

and the terminal plate (Sheridan 2015, 344).  

Jet is formed from organic material, primarily wood, which has been placed under extreme 

geological pressure; it is a transformed version of lignite. It can be difficult to distinguish Whitby jet 

from other materials, particularly lignite, cannel coal, and Kimmeridge shale (see Sheridan et al. 

2015, 358-9). However, the Cronk Guckley beads exhibit some of the features noted in studies of 

other prehistoric jet artefacts. Jet can exhibit criss-cross and oval patterns of cracking as well as 

laminar cracking, has a fine, woody texture (rather than a stoney texture), a black or rich dark 

brownish colour (rather than a grey colour), and may include tiny quartz grains (Sheridan et al. 2015, 

288; 293; 297; 302; 316; 358-9). Soft jet is more likely to degrade than hard jet (ibid.).  Since their 

recovery some of the first 11 beads to be discovered, including the right hand spacer plates and 

terminal plate have unfortunately developed laminar cracking, and the material is very black in 

colour and very finely textured. We think it is very likely they are made from the kind of soft jet 

which is found at Whitby, but detailed macroscopic and microscopic analysis is needed to determine 

this for certain. If the beads are of Whitby jet then they originate in Yorkshire, about 200km away 

from the Isle of Man as the crow flies. If they are made of cannel coal or lignite then they are most 

likely to derive from a coalfield geology, the nearest examples of which would seem to be in Cumbria 

or Anglesey or Northern Ireland (https://www.nmrs.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2016/04/UKcoal.jpg ). The greatest number of beads of this period which are made 

from shale/cannel coal come from northern Scotland, where that material occurs at Brora; there are 

sources nearer to the Isle of Man in the Pennines and Lancashire. Morrison (1979, 29) reports 

sources of jet in eastern Sutherland and on Skye, while Sheridan et al. (2015, 357) warn that not all 

sources of jet in Britain are suitable for working. Close analysis will be needed to ascertain whether 

some or all of the beads are made from jet from the Whitby area. 

The material used, and the form and decoration of the necklace, place it squarely within the type of 
crescentic spacer plate jet necklaces which date to the Early Bronze Age, and probably to within the 
period c. 2200-1950 BC - although few are from contexts that have provided radiocarbon dates 
(Sheridan 2015, 344). The crescentic form of jet spacer plate necklaces emulates the shape of Irish 
gold lunulae, which originated a few centuries earlier. Spacer plate necklaces in jet are relatively rare 
finds across Britain. Morrison (1979) reported on 59 finds of jet spacer plate necklaces in Scotland: 
finds here cluster in Argyll, on Arran, and in central to northeast Scotland (Sheridan & Davis 2002, 
figure 8); two examples and possibly a bracelet from burials at East Challoch Farm, Dunragit in 
Dumfries and Galloway can now be added (http://guard-archaeology.co.uk/DunragitBlog/). In 
England they have been found in the Peak District and Yorkshire, with a few from northern 
Northumberland (Woodward & Hunter 2015, fig 12.4) and a few in East Anglia. They are almost 
always recovered from funerary features (Morrison 1979; Sheridan 2015, 348): mainly with 
contracted burials but occasionally with cremated remains; sometimes in graves containing the 
remains of more than one individual (Sheridan 2015, 354). There are few individuals whose remains 
have been examined by an osteologist using contemporary methods, but in the five cases where this 
has been possible the results have all indicated that adults buried with such necklaces are female 
(Sheridan 2015, 354). The vast majority of the examples from Scotland were found in cists, as was at 
least one of those from northeast England (at Kyloe), while there are examples from the Peak 
District buried in stone-lined pits. Sheridan (2015, 348) notes that ‘[i]n many, but by no means all 
cases, the graves had been covered by a barrow or cairn, with the barrow being round…’. Partly on 
the basis of their exotic nature when found away from Yorkshire, Alison Sheridan has interpreted jet 
necklaces as high-status objects. Exactly how these objects circulated during the Early Bronze Age is 
as yet unclear: they may have been traded, or gifted, between communities or associated with 
individuals who moved between regions during their lives (there is good evidence for human in-life 
mobility across different geologies in this period: Parker Pearson et al. 2019).  
 

https://www.nmrs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/UKcoal.jpg
https://www.nmrs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/UKcoal.jpg
http://guard-archaeology.co.uk/DunragitBlog/
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To our knowledge this is the first find of its kind from the Isle of Man. The presence of the spacer 
plate necklace at Cronk Guckley underlines that communities on the Isle of Man during the Early 
Bronze Age were well-connected with communities from northern and western Britain (we have 
elsewhere noted similarities between burial practices and grave goods at Staarvey Farm and Bedd 
Branwen in Anglesey, for example: Crellin et al. in press).  
 
The beads are in the care of the Manx Museum. The beads are kept damp and can only be examined 

for a few minutes at a time before they start to dry out. Further detailed study of the beads in the 

museum can only take place during and following the process of bead stabilisation, conservation and 

cleaning. In due course the aim is to produce a far more detailed description and more 

comprehensive comparison to beads found elsewhere in Britain and Ireland. 

Shale, lignite or jet disc beads 

Two tiny disc beads made from shale, lignite, jet or a jet-like material were recovered from soil 

samples collected in 2018 during the sorting of floated residues from these samples in the field in 

2019 (see Figure 114). FN3904 is a disc bead c. 8mm in diameter. The context it derived from, (1038) 

was a fill containing cremated human remains and lined with small quartz stones. It was situated in a 

cut into the top of mound layer (1003). It seems very likely this was an Early Bronze Age cremation 

deposit inserted into the top of the mound. The second bead is much smaller; only c. 2mm in 

diameter. The sample it was recovered from was taken from the layer of dark material between the 

primary and secondary mound layers, (1027). Disc beads usually derive from Early Bronze Age 

necklaces, but perhaps the smaller bead may have been a garment appliqué or strung in a thin 

bracelet. It is not possible to attribute a more restricted date range for disc beads. Other examples 

of shale or lignite beads are known from the island. Two jet beads were reported from Ardwoaillach 

A, a round cairn in Lonan excavated in the 1920s (Woodcock, 2001: Appendix: 145). The beads are 

on display in the Manx Museum and were found with cremated remains. Two jet, shale, or lignite 

beads from a cist next to the chambered tomb at Ballaharra were associated with the unburnt and 

partial remains of three different individuals. These were 3.5mm in diameter (Woodcock 2017). A 

further shale bead was found at Meayll Hill (ibid.). Given that those at Ballaharra and Berk Farm 

were only found during sieving or flotation it seems possible that such beads were present in far 

more mortuary deposits from the island than has been detected. 

 

Figure 114: Disc beads FN3904 and FN3905 
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Figure 115: The shale, lignite or jet beads from Ardwoaillach A. Photo: Rachel Crellin. 

 

Pottery 

In the 2019 season we recovered 442 pottery finds, these consisted of 10 sherds of modern ceramics 

and 432 sherds of prehistoric pottery. The most notable of these were as follows. 

Ronaldsway pottery fragments 

  

Figure 116: Ronaldsway Earthfast Jar rim sherds FN4496 (left) and FN4500 (right) 

A total of 265 sherds of probable Ronaldsway pottery were recovered during the 2019 season. Two 

large rim sherds decorated with impressions derive from a Ronaldsway jar, FN4496 and FN4500. 

These were recovered from the fill of a deep, steep-sided pit (1123) along with a number of other 

fragments with matching thickness and fabric (see Figure 116). These could derive from a single, 

substantial Ronaldsway vessel and it is possible this was once stored within the pit as an Earthfast 

Jar. The fill of another small pit cut into the geological substrate, (1106), in Tr1D, also yielded coarse 

pottery including a decorated rim sherd, FN4154, which is extremely similar to the rim sherds from 

(1123) (see Figure 117). This is most likely another pit from the mid or late Neolithic. Sherd FN2824 

from pre-mound soil layer (1021) may also be similar (see Crellin & Fowler 2018, Figure 74), and may 

derive from a Ronaldsway vessel, possibly in a pit which was later truncated by activity post-dating 
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the use of the later Neolithic pits and preceding the construction of the mound. Our recent 

programme of radiocarbon dating suggests that Ronaldsway jars may have been in use centuries 

earlier than previous recognised, perhaps as early as 3500 BC (Crellin et al. in prep.). In that context, 

obtaining radiocarbon dates from the contexts at Berk Farm yielding Ronaldsway pottery will be 

invaluable. 

 

Figure 117: Decorated rim  fragment FN4154, from fill of a small pit (1106) in Tr1D 

Sherds of thick-walled coarse pottery was also recovered from the tree-throw to the south of the 

mound (1095), including a decorated rim sherd (see Figure 118).Some or all of these sherds may 

derive from Ronaldsway jar(s), but the decoration is deeper than FN4496 and FN4500 and with a 

more clearly round shape. It appears closer to FN1179 from (1002), FN2084 from (1027), FN2721 

from (1057), FN1398 (uncontextualized), and FN2898 (uncontextualized)(see Crellin & Fowler 2018, 

Figure 74). These may or may not derive from Ronaldsway Jars, though at least FN2721 is from a 

context that pre-dates the mound and FN2084 must have been in use before the mound layer (1027) 

was added. Such decoration  can also be found on Bronze Age vessels and we need to compare 

these sherds with sherds of Ronaldsway pottery from the Museum collection in order to assess the 

extent of similarity with these. An impressed rim fragment FN3882, recovered from the mound layer 

(1027) is very similar to the rim sherds from (1095) (see Figure 17).  Post-excavation analysis of the 

ceramic fabrics should assist in identifying the types of vessels these sherds derived from. 
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Figure 118: FN3882 decorated rim sherd fragment from mound layer (1027), left; FN4829 decorated rim sherd from tree-
throw fill (1095) in Tr1c. 

Encrusted Urn 

An upright encrusted urn was discovered in trench 1D. The pottery vessel had been filled with 

cremated remains (1136) and then with a fill of a loose silty soil and cobbles of slate and quartz. The 

vessel had been crushed by the weight of the cobbles. The vessel emerged initially as a few rim 

sherds (see Figure 119) with further excavation revealing the complete vessel (see Figure 120). The 

vessel is intricately decorated with twisted cord impressions and a raised cordon around the rim (see 

Figure 121). Below this is a pattern of encrusted crosses which also have a twisted cord impression 

on them. The inside of the vessel is blackened (see Figure 121). The crushing of the vessel makes the 

original shape unclear, but it appears to be quite bowl-like. We are provisionally identifying it as an 

Encrusted Urn dating to the Bronze Age. 
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Figure 119: Sherds of decorated pottery: FN3154  from ring cairn material (1018) 

 

 

Figure 120: FN3154 in situ in trench 1D. Image: Rachel Crellin 
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Figure 121: FN3154 sherds. Image: Rachel Crellin 

 

Human remains/burnt bone 

Two discrete deposits of cremated human remains were found this season. The first one, context 

(1128), was found within a small hole within the ring cairn material (1016) and (1018) in trench 1D. 

The second one was found within the fill of the upright pottery vessel FN3154 and has the content 

number (1136). These remains await detailed examination by Dr Michelle Gamble. The partial 

remains of the inhumation of an adult at the bottom of grave pit [1071] are described under the 

context description (1093) above, and also await further analysis.  

In addition to the discrete burials 149 finds of fragments burnt bone were recovered in 2019.These 

fragments are also to be assessed by Dr Michelle Gamble. Much of the burnt bone is too small to be 

able to identify with any confidence but whilst some of it may be animal bone it is likely that many of 

these fragments of cremated bone derive from cremation burials deposited within and/or around 

the mound and ring cairn which have been disturbed by ploughing. 

Charcoal samples 

A total of 71 charcoal fragments, in reasonable condition, were retained when they were intact and 

the size of a small fingernail or larger. These fragments have been stored in a manner suitable for 

future analysis and dating. 
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Interpretation and discussion  
Based on the 2017, 2018 and 2019 excavation at mound C, we offer the following provisional 

interpretations. 

The earliest phase of activity producing archaeological features was the digging of small pits and 

postholes into the b-horizon (1046) and the glacial till (1045). Some of these features are 

underneath the mound themselves (as discovered in 2018) and some of them are south of the 

extent of the mound, on top of the hill (as discovered in 2019). These pits are various in size and 

scale though the majority are relatively simple. Some of the pits contained sherds of Ronaldsway 

Late Neolithic pottery as well as flakes of flint, indicating their likely Late Neolithic date. Others may 

date to other periods. One particularly large cut feature in trench 1C appears to be a tree-throw 

given its irregular and unusual shape. This feature contained Ronaldsway Late Neolithic pottery as 

well as flint flakes. 

A soil (1021/1048/1036) then formed over the surface of (1045) and (1046) across the whole area 

that would later be buried under the mound. This soil had a fairly high charcoal content, and was 

rich in the remains of a wide range of artefacts including flint flakes, blades, scrapers, arrowheads, 

pottery sherds, burnt bone fragments, and charcoal. The presence of Ronaldsway Late Neolithic 

pottery in this layer is probably indicative of the partial disturbance and truncation of Late Neolithic 

features in this area as this soil was formed. The interpretation of this layer remains open at present 

as we await analysis of soil composition, micro-morphology and further excavation to clarify the 

extent and nature of this layer further.  

A large, deep, oval pit [1071] c. 3.20 m east to west and 2.4m north to south at the top, and 1.94 m 

by 1.38 m at the base was dug through the soil (1021) and would probably have originally been 

almost 2m deep from the old land surface. The upcast from this pit was partly used to backfill the 

pit, but some of it (1049) became trampled into the surface of the contemporary soil surface (1021). 

Topsoil derived from (1021) was also trampled into the base of the pit (1094) during the placement 

of a ‘bracket’ of stones around the area where the body was to be placed. Some of those stones had 

previously been used in activities involving crushing, grinding, cutting and/or smoothing of softer 

materials. The body, wearing the spacer-plate necklace, FN 2923, was laid on its right side, with the 

head to the east of the pit and its chest facing north. A layer of fill, (1078), rich in stones mixed with 

sandy gravel, covered the body, and the rest of the pit was backfilled with similar ‘clean’ material 

which became packed firm around the sides of the pit. The centre of the pit was somewhat 

chaotically backfilled with stones (1077), and soft earth (1076), including at least one cattle tooth. 

The entire pit was capped with a layer of redeposited sandy gravel (1072). A wooden post, the cut 

for which cut into the fills of this oval pit was erected after or while the pit was backfilled.  

A mound (1015) was then constructed over the top of these features and the surrounding 

contemporary soil (1021). This mound extended c. 2.2m to the east and c. 3m to the north of the 

oval pit – its extent to the west is not yet known because it extends beyond the edge of the trench. 

The mound extended c. 3m north of the edge of the oval pit. Its southern extent cannot yet be 

assessed as it extends outside the current trenches; further excavation will clarify this. If it was 

circular, and centred on the large pit, then it may have been about 8m in diameter but it seems to 

only be c. 25cm high. This mound may have been left undisturbed for long enough for a turf layer 

(1027) to grow over it, although it is also possible that turf was stacked to form a layer during the 

construction of the mound. If the turf layer (1027) is taken as part of the mound construction then 

the mound would have been at least 35cm high in the centre. Further planned soil micromorphology 

analysis may be able to determine between these two interpretations. It is notable that while fairly 

wide in diameter, perhaps in the order of 8m, the primary mound seems to have been quite low. 
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A pit was dug into (1021) and (1045), a small area of the base of the pit was paved with flat slates 

and a Cordoned Urn FN 2767 was inverted and inserted on top of these containing a deposit of 

cremated remains. Rocks were pilled around the Urn in-situ and the pit was backfilled. This feature 

was located outside the extent of the first mound (1015), and so could have been created at any 

time prior to the second phase of mound construction (1003). 

The mound was then enlarged and extended by adding an additional layer of soil, (1003). Further 

excavation will clarify the difference in shape between the two mound phases, but upon addition of 

(1003) the mound was at least 16m in diameter and 50cm high in the centre (it is likely to have been 

higher than this but the top has probably been truncated, most recently during the formation of 

(1002)). As (1003) was being laid down, dump by dump, Cordoned Urn FN 1204 was placed on slate 

paving, and stones were stacked around it to support it. In places lenses of stones (1141, 1124, 

1135) were intermixed with the soil fabric of 1003, including at its lowest extent. At least one set of 

cremated remains (1025) was also deposited in the top of (1003), though it is not clear when this 

happened in relation to the addition of the cairn and other deposits inserted through cairn material 

(see below). In addition, there are three small cut features [1005], [1007] and [1012] that may have 

been cut into the surface of the mound or, more likely, were actually erosion hollows in the surface. 

This enlarged mound, with the upper and outermost layer (1003), was subsequently encased with a 

ring cairn of stones. To the east of the monument, an inner course of stones lying directly on (1003) 

was rich in similarly-sized quartz pebbles, (1029). The surface of this quartz-rich layer of stones was 

disrupted at least once. A hole, [1035], was dug into the east of the ring cairn at some stage 

removing the stoney material (1029). This was backfilled with earth similar to the mound material 

(1003), and material similar to the ring cairn (1031, 1032). This feature may have formed during and 

following the removal of a kerb stone at this position, though this requires further analysis once 

plotted in relation to the position of all the other extent kerbstones. This all seems to have taken 

place prior to the addition of cairn layer (1016) across the site, since (1016) covered and slumped 

into the fills of the pit. 

The perimeter of the barrow and cairn were marked with a ring of kerbstones (1020). At least one of 

these was placed into a socket which cut into mound material, and the socket was packed with small 

stones, largely quartz (1053) (figures 52, 53). These kerbstones may once have been a complete 

circle around the perimeter but if so they have not survived in the north of the site. Cairn layer 

(1016) abuts and in places covers the top of the kerbstones: it seems likely that the kerbstones were 

placed prior to, or at the same time as, this cairn was added to the mound. Cairn layer (1016) formed 

an outer layer of stones consisting of a higher proportion of slate than quartz stones (1029) and was 

separated from the quartz layer by the thin layer of earth (1028). In none of the trenches opened so 

far did the cairn (1016) extent over the centre and top of (1003). This cairn surface was present 

across all of the trenches opened so far, and is likely to have formed a ring around the entire mound.  

The cairn and soil that had settled around it or been established with it (1018), was itself disrupted 

by extracting stone to make a series of pits for later deposits of human remains and a collection of 

cremated remains contained within an upright Encrusted Urn [1139], and unurned cremations 

(1129/1128) and (1026/1025) to the south and centre of the site. In the northernmost perimeter 

rocks were removed to make space to build a small cist ([1009]). The cist contained an inverted 

Collared Urn (FN 063) containing the partial cremated remains of an under 2 year old whose bones 

show evidence of a dietary deficiency.  

At the top of the hill, immediately to the south of the mound where the kerb is best preserved 

patches of very hard concreted surface (1121) and (1131) were revealed – we interpret these as 

relating to activity surrounding the mound – this could be to do with construction or use of the 

mound.  
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Erosion processes and ploughing removed material from the mound over time – this produced 

tumbles of cairn stones (1089), (1096) and (1109) dragged beyond the edge of the mound. Plough 

drag (1101) and a plough cut [1034] were visible on the east side of the mound and in the area 

excavated off the mound in 2019.  

 

Answering the questions from 2017 and 2018 
We are now able to offer fuller answers to some of the questions posed in advance of the 2018 

season, as follows. 

How many phases of mound construction were there? 

There are two phases of barrow construction, possibly with a hiatus in between, plus at least 

one phase of cairn construction around at least the periphery of the enlarged mound. The 

mound was enlarged, possibly covering double the area, in its second phase. The 2019 

excavation show the structure of the mound to be a little more complex at the top of the hill 

in trenches 1C and 1D.  

The 2019 season also revealed that the mound had a kerb of stones with gaps of c. 50cms 

between each, at least at the northern half of the mound. The kerb may have originally run 

around the entire monument but it is not clear whether the same spacing was maintained 

throughout. 

What is the composition of the barrow layers? 

Soil micromorphology will add significantly to the answer to this question, but discrete 

dumps of different sediments are visible in the first phase of mound construction (1015); 

and in 2019 trenches 1C and 1D indicate there are some discrete stone layers within the 

second phase of mound construction (1003) in some areas of the site. 

What artefacts and organics lie in the barrow layers? 

A wide range of finds have been made within the barrow layers, these include fragments of 

prehistoric ceramics including Food Vessel pottery, a wide range of flint fragments and 

artefacts including scrapers, blades, and arrowheads, a large amount of charcoal, a range of 

coarse stone finds, and fragments of burnt bone. 

Are there any features underneath the barrow? 

There are. What we presume to be the primary burial revealed in 2019 a crouched 

inhumation in a stone-lined grave. Below the mound there are Late Neolithic pits and post 

holes, the 2019 excavation revealed that there are more probably Late Neolithic cut features 

beyond the edge of the mound suggesting that this was a well utilised landscape prior to the 

Bronze Age burial practices. A curved ditch segment ran into Tr1a close to the oval pit that 

would come to form the centre of the mound. This ditch is as yet undated and arcs around a 

geological feature, a dense cluster of large stones which formed the highest point of the 

glacial till on this area of the hill. A burial of cremated remains in a Cordoned Urn that lay 

outside the primary mound but in the area covered by the second phase barrow. 

Do the lenses of darker soils at the interstices of (1003) and (1015) comprise a layer of turves? If so 

does that stem from construction activity? Are there turf lenses at any other point in the barrow 

layers? 
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Further analysis of soil samples will assist here, but we were able to identify during 

excavation that there was a clear layer between (1015) and (1003): in some areas this was 

continuous and clear, in other places it was more intermittent. We think that likely derives 

from a period of soil and vegetation growth over the top of the first phase barrow, but it 

could result from stacking turf on top of the primary mound. 

How does the ring of cairn stones relate to the barrow? Which is earliest? 

The cairn overlies the second phase barrow (1003), which is earlier. The most widespread 

cairn layer (1016) sits over a discrete patch of quartz cobbles on the eastern periphery of the 

second phase mound which was cut by a pit before the ring of cairn stones was laid over the 

edge of the mound.  

Are the large stone slabs at the periphery of the ring cairn part of a kerb?  

Yes – it is now clear that the mound has kerb of slate blocks around the edge of the mound: 

7 blocks have been found to date as well as the socket which previously held a block that 

appears to have been removed. These are fairly evenly-spaced at the southern half of the 

mound, where the kerb is best preserved. 

If the ring cairn is earlier than the barrow, were there any interior kerb slabs? 

The ring cairn is not earlier than the barrow, and no interior kerb slabs have been found so 

far. 

How does the soil mixed in with the stones of the ring cairn (1018) relate to the soil built up around 

the exterior of the mound (1013)?  

It is not possible to answer this with certainty. Soil analysis may help. 

Are there any other features cut into the barrow or ring cairn? 

There are: we were able to locate two additional burials of cremated remains that were 

inserted into the mound. 

Does the ring cairn survive around the entire perimeter of the monument?  

So far this seems to be the case – opening a final trench in the next season of excavation will 

confirm this. 

What is the nature of the large oval pit found in the 2018 excavation season? Is this a primary burial? 

Are there further artefacts within the pit (including any further jet beads)? 

Excavation of the large oval pit near the centre of the mound was completed in 2019. This 

appears to be the primary burial within the mound. The pit contained a crouched 

inhumation, facing out to sea, surrounded by a stone lined grave. A total of 122 jet beads 

were located and our working hypothesis is that this is both a necklace and a bracelet. 

Are the additional unexcavated features noted at the south of Tr1B also Late Neolithic? 

At least one of the pits to the south of this trench yielded Ronaldsway Jar pottery and is 

likely to be middle or late Neolithic in date. It is not clear that all of the other features are 

Late Neolithic, but they do pre-date the buried soil, the large oval burial and the first phase 

of the mound so they must pre-date the central burial, which is estimated on the basis of 

the necklace to date to c. 2200-1900 BC. 

Are there any other features cut into the barrow or ring cairn? 
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Two additional features of this kind were found in 2019 – a second cremation inserted into 

the ring cairn with no container preserved. An additional cremation was found located in 

FN3154 – a large upright decorated urn.  

Are there any further features buried by the barrow or ring cairn? 

Further pits, one of which yielded Ronaldsway Jar pottery, and a ditch, which was lacking in 

material culture, were found buried by the barrow. In the latter case the feature may pre-date the 

formation of the buried soil preserved during the construction of the first phase mound. 

Does mound construction vary from what we have revealed so far in other parts of the monument? 

It appears that there may well be variation. The removal of the cairn layer in trench 1C and 

1D revealed the soil layer (1003) as in the other trenches. However, as we dug into 1C and 

1D a layer of cobbles emerged (1124) (1135). This appears to be a discrete dump of rocks 

within the construction of the mound but further excavation is required to confirm this. 

What is the full extent of the first phase barrow and the second phase barrow? 

Whilst we know that the second phase extends into 1C and 1D we do not yet know about 

the first phase or about what happens to the west where we have not yet excavated. We 

also need to explore how the stone layers (1124), (1135) and (1141) relate to phases 1 and 

2. Answering this question requires further excavation. 
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Outreach Summary 
During the 2019 excavation season we built on our outreach activities from 2018 and undertook 

work in five main areas. Firstly, we welcomed volunteers onto the site providing them with the 

opportunity to take part in the excavation and gain basic training in archaeological methods. 

Secondly, we conducted daily site tours allowing local people to see the excavation in process. 

Thirdly, we had a dedicated outreach programme engaging with local school children across the 

island. Fourthly, we invested time in media work. Finally, we continue to run our blog 

https://roundmounds.wordpress.com/ which received a higher number of hits during the excavation 

period. 

Local Volunteers 

We advertised for local volunteers through our blog as well as press releases through the local 

media. We received interest from people who have been involved in archaeological projects on the 

island before as well as new volunteers with no previous experience. In particular we were pleased 

to see a number of volunteers come forward that had worked on projects such as Bishops Court 

Farm, Peel Castle, and Rushen Abbey and had not been excavating for a number of years. 

We continue to apply a flexible approach to volunteers allowing them to come for as much or as 

little time as they want. This meant some volunteers came almost every day, some came regularly 

for whole- or part-days and some only came for a single afternoon. When they were on site they 

were provided with a briefing regarding health and safety and signed ownership waivers with regard 

to any finds they made. They were then provided with training in basic excavation and worked 

alongside our students. We continue to take a pragmatic approach to volunteers allowing them to 

choose what kind of work they wish to do on site and whether they would like to gain skills such as 

drawing, context recording, total station operation etc. We cannot provide a summary of the 

numbers volunteering or their hours on site as those records are currently on a locked down 

university campus. 

Continuing our work with local volunteers is important to us in multiple directions – it allows us to 

embed archaeological skills within the community for the future, in addition it roots the project 

within the island in a real way and, finally, the energy and time invested by local volunteers allows us 

to significantly increase what we can achieve on the dig.  

Site Tours 

We ran daily site tours over the last two weeks of the project for limited groups each day. This was 

co-ordinated by our outreach officer Amber Roy (a PhD student at Newcastle University). The tours 

were in the afternoon and were usually for 10 people a day. Parking at the site is limited making a 

larger open day unfeasible. By operating smaller daily tours we were able us to control access and 

parking and reduce risk to the public, the farmer, and the landowner. Amber Roy ran the tours each 

day assisted by one or more of our students. 

The tours once again proved popular with Sunday tours in particular booking up well in advance of 

the dig. Those on the tour were guided to the site, looked at the geophysics results and the historical 

maps of the areas and then shown around the site with the chance to look at finds and ask 

questions. Feedback from the tours has been very positive. 

We also ran a specific tour for the Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian group – once again 

this attracted large numbers of participants – many of whom were quite suspicious of the large pit 

under the mound (at that time the contents of the pit was effectively embargoed). 

https://roundmounds.wordpress.com/
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We also ran a tour again for the Friends of Manx National Heritage which attracted another 20 

visitors This was organised in co-ordination with Nicola Pemberton.  

Schools Outreach 

The schools outreach program was co-ordinated by Amber. She carried out daily school workshops 

with the assistance of our students during the first two weeks of the dig. These workshops taught 

the children a bit about the site and the archaeology of the island and then gave them the chance to 

carry out some hands on activities using a mixture of replicas and some finds from the handling 

collection lent to us by MNH.  

The children had to try and identify different objects: this involved doing a basic drawing, measuring 

the object and writing a description. They were then asked to try and work out who might have 

made the object and what it was used for. These activities were adapted to suit different age groups 

and drew on a variety of different skills including literacy, numeracy and art. The activities were 

popular with teachers (they booked up completely within a week of being advertised) and the 

students enjoyed them too. They also allowed us to offer our students the chance to take part in 

outreach activities.  

Table 3 below details the schools we worked with as part of the project.  

School Year Group Number of students 

Marown 2 23 

Arbory 3, 5, and 6 60 

Cronk Y Berry 6 50 

Henry Bloom Noble 4 45 

Kewaigue 3 and 4 27 

Laxey 6 33 

St Thomas 2 and 3 22 

Bunscoill mixed 17 

St Thomas 4 and 5 30 

Ballakermeen KS2 – visit to site 13 

TOTAL 320 
Table 3: Summary of Schools Outreach programme 

Local Media 

We issued a press release in advance of the excavation to local media outlets. This resulted in 

publicity in the local newspapers and on radio stations. This effectively promoted the site tours and 

attracted volunteers to the project.  

During the excavation itself we had several visits from Manx Radio, BBC Isle of Man and Isle of Man 

Newspapers covering the discovery of the jet beads and the inhumation. In addition, there have 

been a number of magazine feature about the necklace including in the magazine Current 

Archaeology. 

Blog 

Our blog continues to be updated regularly with a mixture of content discussing the results of our 

research, introducing people to the various round mound sites on the Isle of Man and detailing the 

excavation process. The blog has a steady following of regular viewers (see Table 4 below). During 

the excavation period increased publicity for the project increased visitors.  

All time views 23480 

Unique visitors 9631 
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Followers 65 

Views from the Isle of Man over the last 12 months 1891 
Table 4: Statistics on viewers from the Round Mounds Blog 

The largest number of views for the blog over the last 12 months came from the UK (2331). The blog 

has also had viewers from around the world over this same period: Isle of Man (1891), United States 

(556), Austria (97), Canada (78), and Australia (52) as well as 62 other countries with less than 50 

viewers.   
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